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Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

April 23 through May 1 

Sat., Apr. 23 4:00p SM † Archie & Florence Pitt 
  6:00p  SR Hannah Gentry 
Sun., Apr. 24 8:30a  SR † Imogene Marter 
  11:00a SM Doreen Bauer    
  1:00p SM Spanish: SM & SR Parishioners 
Mon., Apr. 25 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Apr. 26 8:00a SR † Ben & Dorothy Kampa 
Wed., Apr. 27 8:00a SM † Verona King 
Thu., Apr. 28 8:00a SR † Earl & Loretta Quirk 
  3:00p  Mass at Fall Creek NH 
Fri., Apr. 29 9:00a SM † Amilia Al Abbas 
  9:00a SR † Delores Wood 
Sat., Apr. 30 4:00p SM † Michael Bohl 
  6:00p SR Fr. Mark Miller 
Sun., May 1 8:30a SR † Jonathan Johnson 
  11:00a SM † Amilia Al Abbas 
  1:00p SM Spanish: SM & SR Parishioners 
 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 
 
 
 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 SR: 5–10p   Thursdays 
 SM: 8:30a–8:30p  2nd Wednesday of the month 
 
 

Bulletin Submission Deadline 
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  

by Sunday and inserts by Wednesday. Thank you. 

Pastor 
 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 
 

Fr. Alan Guanella 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 
aguanella@crossae.org 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 



“Admonish the Sinner” 
 

We continue to the third spiritual 
work of mercy: “Admonish the   
Sinner.” Of all the works of mercy 
practiced by Jesus and His disciples, 
this one is the least welcome today. 
Those who preach a Gospel of non-
judgment become exceedingly judg-
mental towards any shepherd of 

the church who dares to speak out and call someone’s 
choice a sin. 
 

Against this work of mercy, some might quote the words  
of Jesus, “Judge not, lest ye be judged” (Matthew 7:1), or 
perhaps the passing comment of Pope Francis in 2013, 
“Who am I to judge?” Without question, Scripture and the 
writings of the Saints warn us repeatedly to resist the 
temptation to become judgmental towards others. Being 
judgmental is not an act of mercy, for it does not help    
others along the path of salvation. 
 

It is not our place to judge the hearts of others. We leave 
that to Jesus on the Day of Judgment, when all will be laid 
bare. We can, however, judge right choices from wrong 
choices. Whether dealing with a drug addict or a terrorist 
or an unfaithful spouse, we can certainly judge an action to 
be objectively evil (and damaging) while loving and forgiv-
ing the person who is choosing it. And if we really love the 
person, we will have a deep desire for his or her conver-
sion. 
 

Indeed, Scripture abounds with examples of admonishing 
the sinner, not in a judgmental way, but in a merciful way 
that calls them to repentance and conversion. The prophet 
Nathan admonishes King David for his act of adultery and 
murder, and David beautifully repents (see 2 Samuel 12). 
Indeed, one of the chief tasks of all the prophets was         
to admonish the sinner. If you choose any of those books 
and read them, you will find dozens of examples. First and 
foremost, they repeatedly admonished the Israelites for 
lapsing into idolatry (and for the sexual sins that often    
accompanied pagan worship). Secondly, and almost as    
frequently, they admonished them for not caring sufficient-
ly for the widow, the orphan, and the resident alien. Those 
prophets often faced stern opposition, resentment, and 
hatred for the message of truth that they delivered.        
Frequently they were told to mind their own business. 
More often than not, they were imprisoned, tormented, or 
killed for their witness. 
 

The practice of admonishing the sinner continues in the 
New Testament. John the Baptist condemns King Herod’s 
immoral marriage. Sadly, Herod does not repent, but     

instead winds up beheading John for his witness (Mark 
6:14-29). Jesus himself frequently condemns the hypocriti-
cal and self-righteous behavior of the Scribes and Phari-
sees, going so far as to call them “whitewashed tombs, 
which appear beautiful on the outside, but inside are full of 
dead men’s bones and every kind of filth” (Matthew 23:27). 
He was more gentle to those who sinned through weak-
ness, as with the woman caught in adultery, but even there 
he admonishes her “Go, and from now on do not sin any 
more” (John 8:11). St. Paul devotes the entire Letter to the 
Galatians to a stern condemnation of the “Judaizers,” who 
were trying to force all converts to seek righteousness, not 
through faith, but through works of the Law of Moses. He 
excommunicates those who preach a gospel contrary to 
the true Gospel he is preaching (Galatians 1:8). 
 

Throughout the early centuries of the Church, her        
shepherds continued the biblical practice of admonishing 
sinners. Indeed, most of the writings of the early Church 
Fathers (Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Hilary, Athanasius, Basil, 
Ambrose, Augustine, and many more) were passionate  
defenses of the Catholic Faith against false teachings or 
schismatic groups that had broken off from communion 
with the Church. There is the famous case of the gentle    
St. Ambrose (Bishop of Milan) excommunicating the       
emperor Theodosius for quelling a riot by slaughtering 
7,000 innocent people. Ambrose cited the biblical example 
of Nathan and David, and made the emperor do several 
months of penance before readmitting him to Communion. 
It worked. 
 

I’ll admit that there have probably also been times in histo-
ry when excommunication was used more as a political tool 
than as an act of mercy seeking the salvation of the sinner. 
But abuse does not negate proper use. The scriptural and 
historical roots are clearly there. 
 

The common thread through all of these examples is caring 
deeply for the person in question, who needs God’s mercy. 
Indeed, nothing is more important than eternal salvation. If 
a person’s choices are jeopardizing his salvation, it is an act 
of mercy to attempt to bring him back. 
 

Next week we can consider how each of us can engage 
effectively in this work of mercy. 

To be continued . . . 

Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their in-
fants at least two months prior to the  anticipated date of  
baptism.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 
website for more  information, to download forms, and to 
see upcoming baptismal class dates. 

Sacraments 



Parish News 

Part Time Janitor Position 
We are looking for an efficient, independent, and quality worker 
to help at St. Mary’s Parish and School. Entails cleaning the 
school, setting up tables and chairs, cleaning after events, etc. 4–
8 hours per week, mostly after school and some weekends. Re-
quest an application at the parish office.  
 

ABCD’s of Medicare 
An educational seminar will be held on Monday, April 25th, 
1:00p. This seminar is appropriate for people turning 65 soon 
and/or having questions on what is included in Medicare and the 
options available. Call Jeff at 715-577-2641 for more info.  
 

Pictorial Directory 
St. Mary's is putting together a new pictorial directory. Please 
stop at the Lifetouch table in the Narthex after Mass to sign up 
for a photo session or use the link on the parish website. There 
is no sitting fee and you will receive a free 8×10 photo and a 
copy of St Mary's new pictorial directory. Photo dates are April 
25th, 26th, 28th, 29th, 30th, and May 16.  If you have any ques-
tions or need assistance, call 715-855-1294 and press 3.  
 

Mission Ladies 
The Mission Ladies will have a potluck luncheon on May 12th 
from 10:00a–2:00p. Luncheon at noon. All women are invited. 
 

Exposition and Adoration  
There will be Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
on Wednesday, May 18th from 8:30–8:30p.  Please sign up for a 
time.  The sign-up sheet is in the narthex of the church. 
 

Elizabeth Ministry 
To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, 
or to  volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715-864-
3048. Please pray for those who 
are expecting.  

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, April 30, 4:00p 

Lector M Hanson 

Servers B Cisneros, L Kovacevich, M Talley 

A. Server D Wogernese 
Organist S Alexander 
Cantor R Alexander 
Ushers R Meyer, M Rohn, B Ciske,         
  C Lynum 
 

Sunday, May 1, 11:00a 
Lector J Van Hemert 

Servers B Webb, C Windeshausen, J Fox 

A. Server C Thurner 
Organist J Gallagher 
Cantor L Mastej 
Ushers T Sykora, J Cooley, J Bauer,  
  D Hawker 
Counters C Mastej, J Thom, C Kading 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
Parish Office 
  Sharon Stearns     715-855-1294, ext. 100  

    stmarypar@gmail.com 

Director of Religious Education              
  Mary Kneer                            715-835-1692               

    maryk02@sbcglobal.net 

Director of Sacred Music 
  Josh Gallagher                       262-203-3552 

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon        715-855-1294, ext. 141 

    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com  

St. Mary’s School           715-830-2278 

  Kelly Mechelke, Principal 

  Carisa Smiskey, Dean of Students 

Young Adult Ministry   
  Colleen Duffy 

    dmneelloc@gmail.com 

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend: 
4:00p – M. Kneer and volunteer 
11:00a – L. Sumner and volunteer 

Last Week’s Scrip Information 
Number of Orders ................................ 16 
Amount Sold ............................ $2,590.00 
Profit  (approximately) ................ $129.50 
Monthly Profit ............................. $449.75 

Thank you! 

Saint Mary’s Parish 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ....................................... $4,021.00 
Endowment Fund............................ $0.00 
Teens ............................................... $2.00 
Children........................................... $8.50 
Offertory (Plate) .......................... $696.19 
Total Envelope & Plate ........... $4,727.69 
 

Capital Campaign  .................... $2,780.60 

Religious Education News 

Religious Education Classes, Apr. 27, grades 1–8 meet from  
6–7p and grades 9–10 meet from 6–7:30p.   
Confirmation will be at Immaculate Conception Church on May 
14 at 1:00p with Bishop William Callahan celebrating the Mass. 

Bingo at St. Mary’s 

Every Tuesday evening begin selling at 6:00p. Early bird bingo 
starts at 7:00p.  Regular bingo starts at approximately 7:30p. 
Bring the family and enjoy a fun evening together! Thank you to 
all our bingo volunteers! 

Knights of Columbus 

The regular monthly meeting will be held on Mon-
day, May 2 in the Knights Room. The  
officers will meet at 6:00p followed by the regular 
business meeting at 7:00p. 

Mother’s Day Rose Sale  
The Eau Claire County Chapter of  Wisconsin Right 
to  Life is holding its annual Rose Sale after the 
Masses on Mother's Day weekend.  The beauty 
and delicacy of the rose remind us of the dignity 
of each human life; its red color and thorns re-
minds us of the untold lives lost to abortion. 
Please consider purchasing a rose for the   special woman in 
your life. Suggested  donation: $3 each or two for $5. 

Wisconsin Right to Life 



St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Office 
  Elaine Welin                          715-877-3400 

    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                        715-533-0629 

    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE   715-835-8840 

    macallaghan115@gmail.com 
  Mary King                               715-878-9472 
    kingmarter@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Larry Julson                           715-695-3496 

    LIamm@triwest.net 

Priest-in-Residence             
  Fr. John Schultz                     715-271-0018 

    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

     Mailing address: 

     S10444 Hwy 53, Fall Creek, WI 54742 

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, April 30, 6:00p 

Lector A Christ 

 
Servers A Flaskrud 
Ushers A Christ, J Geisert, 
  J Lesniewski, T Starks 
Greeters A & M Flaskrud 
 

Sunday, May 1, 8:30a 
Lector T Smith 

 M Callaghan, L & J Vetterkind 
Servers C Smith, C Callaghan,  
  E Smith 
Ushers D Olson, J Quirk 
  K Roberts, J Worzella 
Greeters A & M Quirk 
Counters P & S Barth, P Treacy 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ....................................  $3,143.00 
Holy Day Envelopes ....................... $5.00 
Easter Envelopes ......................... $45.00 
Fuel Envelopes ............................ $40.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................ $3.70 
Plate .......................................... $612.50 
Total Envelope and Plate ...... $3,849.20 
Newspapers ................................. $11.25 
Building Fund Envelopes ........... $180.00 
KC’s Fish Fry donation ............ $2,680.00 
Utilities ...................................... $398.76 

Parish News 
 

Faith Formation 
Thank you, parents, for making it another 
great year of Faith Formation!   For more 
information on Totus Tuus (June 12-17), a 
fun week of faith building for 1st through 
12th grades, contact Marianne Calla-
ghan.  See you at Mass over the summer! 

Confirmation Classes 
The last class for Confirmation 
is Wednesday, April 27th. Confirmation 
Rehearsal for 10th graders is at St. Ray-
mond's on May 11th at 7:00p.  

First Communion Sunday 
First Communion will be held on Sunday, 
May 1 at the 8:30a Mass.  May Crowning 
will be held at this Mass. 

Rosary 
Beginning on Saturday, May 7, the Rosary 
will be prayed before the 6:00p Mass. 

Confirmation 
Confirmation will be held on Saturday, 
May 14 at 1:00p at Immaculate Concep-
tion Parish in Eau Claire. 

Parish Social 
Our next Parish Social will be held the 
weekend of May 14 & 15 after each 
Mass. 

Fall Festival 
The dates for our 2016 Fall Festival are:  
August 26, 27 & 28.  Mark your calen-
dars! 

Library Cleaning Day 
 

NEED HELPERS!  
On Tuesday, May 10 
after the 8:00a Mass 
we will be having a 
‘Clean the Library Day’ 
at St. Raymond’s.  We 
need volunteers to 

help take books off shelves, clean the 
shelves and place books back on shelves 
in correct order.  Please stop down to 
help out! 

Pantry Cleaning Day 
 

NEED VOLUNTEERS TO 
HELP CLEAN!  On Tues-
day, May 10 after the 
8:00a Mass we will be 
cleaning off the 
shelves in the pantry 

area next to the kitchen.  We will be tak-
ing things off the shelves and organizing 
and putting new items on the shelves.  
We will need to mop up the floor as well.  
Please stop down to help out! 

Quilt Work Night 
will be held 
on Monday, April 
25 at 6:30p.  An-
other exciting 
pattern to navi-
gate called "Strip 
Plus".  This is again 

a queen- sized quilt for the Fall Festival 
Raffle.  We look forward to seeing some 
new faces to join in the camaraderie as 
we create another beautiful quilt.  Please 
bring your cutting mats, rulers and rotary 
cutters.  Any questions, please contact 
Pat Dimmitt at 715-597-2372.   

Quilt Work Night 

 
 
 

Pro-Life Baby Bottle  Campaign 
 

On Mother’s Day there will be 
empty baby bottles in the 
gathering space for you to take 
home with you, fill with loose 
change and return by Father’s 
Day.  All money goes towards 

helping  Pro-Life efforts in the Eau Claire 
area.  Thank you!  If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Angie Frank at 715-
286-5592. 

Seeking Officers 

Volunteers are being sought to 
serve in the office of Vice-
President or Treasurer  positions.  
We are asking the ladies of the 
parish to pray and discern if they 

would be willing to take on a 2-year lead-
ership role in one of these positions.  
Please contact Mabel Breid at 715-878-
4228. 



Diocesan Officials / Lay Formation  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIOCESE of LA CROSSE 
 

The Most Reverend William Patrick Callahan, D.D., Bishop of 
La Crosse, makes the following announcement: 
 
The Reverend Edward J. Shuttleworth, Pastor  of Saint 
Charles Borromeo Parish in Chippewa Falls and Saint Peter 
Parish in Tilden, is appointed Pastor of Saint Bronislava Parish in 
Plover, effective July 1, 2016. 
  
The Reverend Monsignor Michael J. Gorman, Vicar  General, 
Moderator of the Curia and Parochial Administrator of 
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Viroqua and 
Saint Mary Parish in Coon Valley, is appointed Pastor of Saint 
Charles Borromeo Parish in Chippewa Falls and Saint Peter 
Parish in Tilden, with residence at Saint Charles Borromeo Parish 
rectory in Chippewa Falls, effective July 1, 2016.  He is released 
from his responsibilities as Moderator of the Curia and retains his 
appointment as Vicar General. 
  
The Very Reverend William A. Dhein, Pastor  of Saint Char les 
Borromeo Parish in Genoa, Chancellor of the Diocese of La 
Crosse and Defender of the Bond and Auditor in the Matrimonial 
Tribunal, is appointed Vicar General and Moderator of the Curia, 
effective July 1, 2016.  He retains his appointment as Chancellor 
and is released from his responsibilities as Pastor of Saint Charles 
Borromeo Parish and as Defender of the Bond and Auditor. 
  
The Reverend David P. Bruener, Parochial Administrator  of 
Saint Lawrence Parish in Wisconsin Rapids and St. Philip the 
Apostle Parish in Rudolph, is appointed Pastor effective July 1, 
2016. 
  
The Reverend Robert M. Letona, Parochial Administrator  of 
St. Paul Parish in New Lisbon, St. James Parish in Camp Douglas 
and St. Michael Parish in Indian Creek, is appointed Pastor 
effective July 1, 2016. 
  
The Reverend Alan M. Guanella, Associate Pastor of St. Mary 
Parish in Altoona and St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish in 
Southern Eau Claire County, and Chaplain at Regis Middle 
School and Regis High School in Eau Claire, is also appointed to 
undertake summer studies in canon law at The Catholic 
University of America, effective June 1, 2016. 
  
Deacon Russell Caback, Deacon at Saint Bartholomew Parish in 
Trempealeau, Saint Mary Parish in Galesville, and Saint Bridget 
Parish in Ettrick, is released from his responsibilities at Saint 
Bridget Parish in Ettrick, effective April 12, 2016. 
  
Deacon Kevin Ray, Deacon at Sacred Heart Parish at Elmwood, 
Sacred Heart Parish at Spring Valley, and Saint Luke Parish in 
Boyceville is released from his responsibilities at the parishes 
effective March 31, 2016 and is appointed Deacon at Saint Joseph 
Parish in Adams and St. Ann Parish in Brooks, effective May 17, 
2016. 
 

  

The Lay Formation Institute 
Diocese of La Crosse 

 
The Lay Formation Institute in the Diocese of La Crosse is open 
to lay men and women desiring to deepen their knowledge of 
the Catholic Faith and develop pastoral abilities. We live in an 
era in which greater lay leadership in the Church is needed. In 
our own diocese, there are 163 parishes served by 90 active 
priests. Our parish priests can’t do it all without experiencing 
burnout or ill health. They need our willingness to help shepherd 
the flock Christ entrusts to them. 
 

The initial Lay Formation Institute program involves nine 
weekends a year (Friday evening to Saturday evening) for two 
years. In most cases, students are sponsored by their parish in 
exchange for a commitment to some parish ministry. The 
weekends are held at St. Anthony Spirituality Center in 
Marathon, WI. A new class is started every two years and the 
next session will begin in 2017. 
 

After completing the initial program of the Lay Formation 
Institute, and with their pastor’s sponsorship, some men and 
women desire to continue their studies in the Leader of Prayer 
program. This is a three-part course of study by which lay 
persons are prepared and commissioned to serve their parishes 
by serving as Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, 
especially to the sick, homebound, and during Communion 
Services outside of Mass, as well as leading parishioners in 
prayer at times of illness and death. 
 

Six parishioners from St. Mary’s and two from St. Raymond’s 
attended the last two-year cycle of the Lay Formation Institute.  
Out of this group of eight, a total of seven completed the Leader 
of Prayer program and one is continuing on in the Permanent 
Diaconate Formation Program. 
 

St. Mary’s parishioner Sharon Stearns said about the program: “I 
felt called to learn more so to help our parish, parishioners, and 
pastor. I am blessed that I was able to attend and complete the 
program. I learned more about myself, my Catholic faith, and my 
spirituality. My prayer life has become more meaningful and 
deeper. I encourage you to begin this journey of faith and trust! 
If you feel God tugging at your heart or nudging you to get 
involved in your parish, here is your invitation! Those who 
attended the Lay Formation Institute are willing to answer your 
questions. Talk to your pastor and pray for direction.”  


