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Pastor 
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Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Thelen 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

dthelen@regiscatholicschools.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

June 16 through June 24 
Sat., June 16 4:00p SM † Dorothy Dusik 
  6:00p  SR SR & SM Parishioners 
Sun., June 17 8:30a  SR † Harold, Frances & Rick Bohl 
  11:00a SM Priest Intention 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention 
Mon., June 18 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., June 19 8:00a SR Pat Gentry 
Wed., June 20  8:00a SM † Peter Aumann 
Thu., June 21 8:00a SR Julie Graaskamp 
  11:00a  Mass at Oakwood Villa 
  4:00p  Mass at Grace Edgewood 
Fri., June 22 9:00a SM † Cliff & Isabella Abrahamson 
Sat., June 23 4:00p SM † Patricia Gerseth 
  6:00p SR † Gordon Roberts 
Sun., June 24 8:30a SR SR & SM Parishioners 
  11:00a SM Jack & Peggy Bauer 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 
 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 

Bulletin Submission Deadline 
Please submit information for the bulletin to 

the parish office  by Sunday and inserts by 
Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

Becoming Missionary Disciples 
(Continued) 

Last week I shared highlights from our 
parish retreat, which 190 of you attended. 
We considered a baseball analogy. You 
can’t score without touching each of the 
bases along the way. “Scoring” happens 
when we become missionary disciples – 
when, like the early Christians, we are in 
the midst of the world, transforming it, 

attracting others to want to follow Jesus and experience the 
treasure that is found in being a member of the Body of Christ. 

In the analogy, touching first base happens when we do what the 
early followers of Jesus did. Like them, we get invited and we 
respond.  In John 1, we see Andrew and another disciple accom-
panying John the Baptist, who gives testimony to Jesus: “Behold 
the Lamb of God!” This witness stirs something in the hearts of 
Andrew and the other disciple. They ask Jesus where He is stay-
ing. He extends a personal invitation to them, “Come and see.” 
They come and see, and wind up giving their lives to him. 

Andrew is so transformed that he invites his brother Simon (who 
is destined to become the great Peter). Andrew proclaims, “We 
have found the Messiah (the Anointed One)!” Simon checks it 
out for himself, and begins following Jesus. 

One way or another, we “touch first base” because we have seen 
or heard an invitation to follow Jesus. We soon realize that it can 
only happen with a total act of self-surrender. Jesus never deals 
in half-measures. His many parables help us to understand that 
the Kingdom of God, in the end, is an all-or-nothing. It’s the pearl 
of great price. It’s the treasure buried in the field. You put your 
hand to the plow and don’t look back. You step out on the water 
and walk towards Jesus. You cannot serve both God and mam-
mon. Jesus shows amazing patience and mercy; indeed He pre-
fers to spend time with poor people and sinners. But He doesn’t 
want a lukewarm or half-hearted commitment. 

In the Gospels we see differing responses. Some make a commit-
ment; they “touch first base” by surrendering to Jesus and fol-
lowing Him. Others harden their hearts and resist. They refuse to 
give up their own way. I suppose you could also point to those 
who get “picked off” first or second base – they are the seed 
sown on rocky ground or the seed sown among thorns. 

In the baseball analogy, “touching second base” is about matur-
ing, growing, and deepening. We see this process happen in the 
hearts of the disciples. It is slow and gradual. Jesus is exceedingly 
patient. They are far from perfect. He is okay with that. 

Touching third base is much like the 40 days following the Resur-
rection, in which Jesus accompanies and teaches them many 
things. But now He is preparing them for mission. He promises to 
clothe them with power from on high by sending them the Holy 
Spirit. 

Reaching home plate is like what happened on Pentecost Sunday, 
and it is what is supposed to happen every time we are sent forth 
from Sunday Mass. We are sent forth into the world as His wit-
nesses. We are to evangelize. 

To be Church is to be on mission. A Church that no longer sends 
its people out to evangelize is a Church that withers and dies. We 
have learned that lesson quite painfully the last couple of genera-
tions! The Church in the United States became very comfortable, 
self-enclosed, and sterile. We embraced the ways of the world, 
and we let our parishes become a cozy hangout with our friends. 
We lost our evangelizing spirit. We lost our fruitfulness.  

We saw a nearly total collapse in vocations to the Consecrated 
Life. Where have all the nuns and monks gone?  We saw a signifi-
cant drop in numbers of priests. We are still reeling from it. The 
recovery has been underway, thanks be to God, but it is now an 
uphill climb. 

As you recall, on our parish retreat, we asked the small groups to 
think about when and how our parish groups ever invite some-
one to “touch first base” by making a total act of personal surren-
der to Jesus. It wasn’t an easy question to answer. 

The other vexing question was whether our parish groups ever 
“send forth” missionaries to evangelize. At some point our many 
activities should say to us: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you” (Matthew 28:16-20). Who among our 
everyday people are successfully inviting others into a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ? 

We often lament that our pews are not as full as they used to be. 
We forget why. No evangelizing = no growth. If we read the Bible 
and if we study Church history, we learn that it is often simple 
and everyday people who attract others to make those first 
steps, to “touch first base.” Yes, priests do this evangelizing as 
well. But alone, we can only add 5 or 10 people a year. 

Think of this. If each of you reading this can go on to have just 
one successful invitation every 5 years, our numbers would dou-
ble in five years. But have you yourself “touched first base”? 
Have you put your hand to the plow without looking back? Do 
you desire to be deepened and formed? Do you desire to be 
sent? 

Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their in-
fants at least two months prior to the  anticipated date of  
baptism.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 
website for more  information, to download forms, and to 
see upcoming baptismal class dates. 
 

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebration of 
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 
time of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 
the anticipated date of marriage.  
 

Anointing of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 
been sick for a long period of time should receive the  
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 
of the parish  offices to make arrangements. 

Sacraments 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Parish News 

It’s Picnic Time 

Now available Rumps scrip cards. Rumps supports our parish 
with our fall festival needs. Don’t forget scrip gas cards for your 
vacation travel needs. Your purchase helps support our parish at 
no extra cost. 

Scrip Volunteers Needed 

Volunteers needed to sell scrip after Mass. Please consider vol-
unteering a little of your time by signing up and selling scrip 
cards. Sign up sheet can be found at the scrip table or contact 
Janet Fox at 715-529-1587. 

Diocesan History Books 

Have you gotten your Diocesan history book yet? Well if not, this 
wonderful history book is still available at just $33. You can pur-
chase your copy at the Narthex. 

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend: 
4:00p – Jodi Nelson and Volunteer 
11:00a – Volunteer and Volunteer 

Last Week’s Scrip Information 
Number of Orders .............................. 27 
Amount Sold .......................... $5,885.00 
Profit  (approximately) .............. $329.47 
Monthly Profit ........................... $758.71 

Thank you! 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, June 23, 4:00p 

Lector D Wogernese   
R Wanke

Servers         M Wanke, S Webster 
A. Server M Nuesse 
S. Serve R Wanke 
Ushers W Liedl, B Webster, 
 R Verdegan, R Meyer 
 

Sunday, June 24, 11:00a 
Lector J Satnik 

J Bechly
Servers T Chilson, C Chilson 
A. Server Volunteer 
S. Server J Bechly  
Ushers M Chilson, D Kamrowski, 
  F Chukwudelunzu  

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $5,548.00 
Teens/Children ............................. $4.95 
Offertory (Plate) ..................... $1,000.50 
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $6,553.45 

 St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Office       715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Fall Festival 2018 

Save the date! The 2018 Fall Fest will 
take place on September 15 & 16. We 
hope to see you there! The Fall Fest 
committee will hold its next meeting 
on Wednesday, June 20th at 6:00p. 
Please consider volunteering your time to help with the plan-
ning of this fun parish event. For more information, contact 
Kristi Blackmon at kristiblackmon@hotmail.com. 

Serving others in God’s love: Religious Freedom 
Week 2018 will take place June 22-29. The week 
begins with the Feast of St. John Fisher and St. 
Thomas More, ends with the Solemnity of Ss. Pe-
ter and Paul, also includes the Feast of the Nativi-
ty of St. John the Baptist. For more information 
and many resources, visit: http://www.usccb.org/
ReligousFreedomWeek. 

Religious Freedom Week 2018 

Prayer Chain 

To add a name or prayer intentions to the 
prayer chain, please email Janet Fox gen-
eralbook@charter.com or call 715-529-
1587. 

Elizabeth Ministry 

To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or 
to  volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048. 
Please pray for those who are expecting: Emily Thurner. 

Youth Summer Camp 

Cor Jesus ( Pronounced “core yay zoo”) Latin for Hearts of Jesus. 
August 14-17, here at St. Mary’s Parish. Faith day camp for 
youth (grades 1-12), special guest speaker: Nik Davidson. Bring 
your children to a summer camp filled with music, games and 
daily teachings all centered around Jesus’ love for us! Will in-
clude Mass for the Assumption of Mary and a service project. 
Contact Kristin Betlej at kbetlej@regiscatholicschools.com. 

A wonderful weekend of prayer and spirituality host-
ed by his Eminence Cardinal Raymond Burke with 
special guests Cardinal Norberto Rivera Carrera 
Archbishop of Mexico City, Rev. Arturo Cepeda from 
Archdiocese of Detroit and Msgr. Eduardo Chavez. 
Conference at the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
in La Crosse, WI this July 27 & 28. Learn more about 

Our Lady of Guadalupe’s role as the Mother of the Civilization of 
Love and the Queen of the Americas Guild. For more infor-
mation visit: WWW.QUEENOFTHEAMERICASGUILD.ORG  

Our Lady of Guadalupe 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, June 23, 6:00p 

Lector R Schmitt 
K Pfaff, B Sorge 

Servers D Nowicki 
Ushers C & K King 
 

Sunday, June 24, 8:30a 
Lector B Lesniewski 

 
Servers B Kostka, P & C Callaghan 
Ushers J Krupka, J Lesniewski, 
  K Roberts, J Sauter 
Greeters K & J Krupka 
Counters P Gentry, D LeMere, 
  E Messerschmidt 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ......................................  $2,452.00 
Plate ............................................ $522.50 
Building Fund Envelopes ............. $420.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $3,394.50 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Prayer Chain 

Please submit any prayer re-
quests to Elaine Welin via  
email:  ewelin327@gmail.com 
or call Diane Walker at 715-
286-5171.  

Parish Smartphone App 

Just go to the App Store 
and download  MyParish—
Catholic Life Every Day 
onto your smartphone or 
device.  Search for St. Ray-
mond’s or St. Mary’s Par-
ish. App includes: Mass 
times, how to make a good 
confession, helpful prayer 

listing, weekend homilies, bulletins, latest 
news and calendar of events, Daily Read-
ings,  and so much more!  

Family Faith Formation 

Our summer camp this year is Cor Jesu, 
meaning Heart of Jesus in Latin. Dates are 
August 14-17 at St. Mary’s, for grades 1-
12. Contact Kristin Betlej at kbe-
tlej@regiscatholicschools.com for more 
information. 

Confessions Cancelled 

On Thursday, June 28, confessions will be 
cancelled due to Priests being in La 
Crosse for Priest Unity Days. 

Mass Intentions 

If you would like a Mass said for some-
one, please submit a $10 stipend for each 
intention.  Also, please include whether 
or not the individual is living or deceased. 

  Rosary 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a.  

Homebound Visits 

If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Pastoral Council Meeting 

The next Pastoral Council Meeting will be 
June 19 at 6:00p. If you have any ques-
tions or concerns to bring before the 
council please talk to one of your Parish 
Council Members. 

Parish News 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Fr. Derek Sakowski will celebrate his 15th 
Anniversary of Priestly Ordination on 
June 28 and Fr. Dan Thelen will celebrate 
his 3rd Anniversary of Priestly Ordination 
on June 27. Please pray for our two 
priests on their anniversaries and con-
gratulate them! 

Ordination Anniversaries 

There will be an extra parish social in 
June to thank Fr. Thelen for his work in 
our parish this past year. Please stay after 
the  Masses on  June 30 and July 1 to 
thank Fr. Thelen and wish him well in his 
next assignment! A card box  will be avail-
able for you to leave a card for him. A 
group of parishioners is hoping to collect 
money to help with Father’s wish of exer-
cise equipment in his new parish. 

Thank You for Fr. Thelen 

On behalf of all those going to Peru in 
July, I would like to say thank you for the 
items and for the pieces of luggage that 
have been donated so far--so many gen-
erous parishioners from both St. Mary's & 
St. Raymond's--thank you!!  If you would 
still like to donate or have any questions, 
please contact Elaine Welin 
at ewelin327@gmail.com or call her at 
715-877-2532.  

Peru Mission Trip 

Fall Festival News 

2018 Fall Festival - August 24 and 26 

 Your Fall Festival Raffle tickets 
are now in the gathering space. 
Please sell them and return the 
stubs and money to the office 

or put them in the collection basket. 

 We will once again be using Sign Up 
Genius to volunteer at the Fall Festival. 
Go to our parish website at 
www.straymond.us and click on the link! 

 If you are a crafty person, now is the 
time to start your projects! Help fill our 
Country Store with special and unique 
items!  

 Start practicing your music and acts for 
the talent show!  

 We are in need of a co-chair. Now is the 
time to learn how the Festival runs and 
offer your time and talent to the Parish!  

 The next Fall Festival meeting will be 
Tuesday, June 26 at 7:00p. If you have 
any questions contact   Mike  Miller  at  
715-695-2742 or at  chermike@tcc.coop. 

mailto:ewelin327@gmail.com


Meet Staff Member:  Marianne Callaghan, Family Faith Formation Director  

My name is Marianne Calla-
ghan, and I have been the 
Director of Religious Educa-
tion at St. Raymond’s since 
2010.   While I absolutely 
love what I do and can’t 
imagine doing anything 
else, this isn’t the direction 
I thought I was headed 
years ago. 
 

Growing up, I was very involved in sports.  If there 
was a sport offered, I tried it.  In high school, I finally 
settled on tennis, basketball, and soccer.  Playing 
sports year round for years, I had my share of injuries.  
As much as I hated being on the bench with an injury, 
I loved going for appointments with my physical ther-
apist. I loved everything about it: the social atmos-
phere, being around athletes, and my physical thera-
pist figuring out the right exercises and stretches.  I 
figured out pretty early on in high school that Physical 
Therapy was something I wanted to pursue.  
 
I was in the Master’s program in Physical Therapy at 
Marquette University when I figured out, for a variety 
of reasons, that I wasn’t interested in it anymore.  So, 
what was I going to do? This was something I had 
wanted to do and worked toward for years.  I started 
taking stock of my college career. I came to realize 
that during my time at Marquette, I really enjoyed my 
Theology classes, I looked forward to going to the 
10pm Mass every Sunday night at the chapel in the 
Union, and I loved being involved in Pastoral Ministry 
there.  I was being called to dive deeper into my faith.  
So, that I did.  I studied Theology and ended up be-
coming a Youth Minister and also taught Theology for 
one year at my alma mater, an all-girls Catholic high 
school in Milwaukee.     
 
In that year that I taught at my old high school, I met 
and got engaged to my husband, John.  I moved up to 
Eau Claire in September of 2003 after we were mar-
ried.  Though John’s family was from the Milwaukee 
area (like mine), his family’s business is in Osseo.  His 
father started it in 1960 in this area to cater to the 
farming industry.   

We joined St. Raymond’s that fall of 2003, and I asked 
Fr. Paul Gitter, the pastor at that time, if there was 
anything with which he needed help, like Confirma-
tion. The next thing I knew I was teaching the class 
and in charge of the program.  That eventually 
evolved into my becoming DRE.  
 
John and I have two children, Patrick (13) and Colleen 
(12).  They both attend Regis Middle School and are 
involved in sports.  When we aren’t watching one of 
our kids’ games, we like to golf, play tennis, and fish.  I 
also love to work in my garden, cook, and read.   
 
I’m grateful for the time I get to spend deepening my 
faith. During the school year, I organize and partici-
pate in the Deanery Women’s Bible Study, which is 
always a highlight of my week.  I also participate in 
the monthly Regis Moms’ Prayer Group, where we 
pray for the students and community.  And my hour 
of Adoration on Monday mornings at the Benedictine 
Chapel at St. Patrick’s is the perfect way for me to kick 
off my week.  
 
I’m so thankful to be a member of St. Raymond’s.  We 
were drawn 15 years ago to the beauty of the church 
and have found that even as beautiful as it is, the par-
ish community is even more so.  Thank you for read-
ing my story!  


