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Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

July 7 through July 15 
Sat., July 7 9:00a SM † Patricia Gerseth 
  4:00p SM † Carol Mayer 
  6:00p  SR SR & SM Parishioners 
Sun., July 8 8:30a  SR † Marvin Roberts 
  11:00a SM † Amelia Alabbas 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention 
Mon., July 9 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., July 10 8:00a SR † Kimberly Sturz 
Wed., July 11  8:00a SM † Mietek Potemski 
Thu., July 12 ——— No Mass ——— 
Fri., July 13 ——— No Mass ——— 
Sat., July 14 4:00p SM † Franc Vogrinec 
  6:00p SR † Mulhern Family 
Sun., July 15 8:30a SR † Gordon Roberts Family 
  11:00a SM † Franc Vogrinec 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 
 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to 
the parish office  by Sunday and inserts by 

Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

Becoming an Evangelizing Parish 

Last month I shared some highlights from 
our highly successful parish retreat in 
March (attended by 190 of you). I know 
that many of us have continued to ponder 
how we can be more effective at evange-
lizing. 

I asked each leader of groups in our par-
ishes to have follow-up conversations as 

well. Our parish is a community of communities. We have various 
groups that meet regularly: RCIA, Knights of Columbus, Parish 
Council of Catholic Women, Bible Study groups, Young Adult 
group, Family Faith Formation, etc. It’s well worth pondering how 
each and every group can become a hub of growth and multipli-
cation in our parish – helping participants to make a personal 
surrender to Jesus Christ and sending them out into the world to 
attract new members. 

When you think of it, the math is really simple. If you want to 
have future generations in a parish, you must (at minimum) re-
place your present members. There are really only two means of 
doing that: 

(1) Give birth to lots of children and raise them in vibrantly Cath-
olic homes so that they stay Catholic. It is a tried a true method! 
But if childbearing is our only approach to bearing fruit into fu-
ture generations of Catholicism, it means that 2-3 kids per couple 
need to remain active Catholics into adult lives. If we do that, we 
will just barely replace our present numbers, rather than disap-
pear into oblivion. Historically, as we know, Catholics did have 
lots of children and managed to help most or all of them to stay 
Catholic into their adult life. So we were stable in numbers, or 
even grew. In more recent decades, Catholics have had few to no 
children, and of those few, fewer than 20% remain Catholic in 
their adult years. So now we find ourselves in a time in which 
very few adults are approaching us for marriage or for baptisms. 
And many of those are only looking to jump through a couple of 
hoops and then disappear again into their busy lives. As St. Paul 
tells us, we reap what we sow. 

(2) Secondly, there is a path that has been forgotten by most 
Catholics today: evangelization. It was supposed to be part of the 
story from day one. Jesus couldn’t be any clearer about the fact 
that each and every one of us is called to be His witness, to evan-
gelize, to attract others to follow Him. The good news for today is 
that the fields of the world are ripe for evangelizing! So many 
people in our culture have a deep spiritual thirst. And here we 
are, sitting on top of the most amazing fountain of grace in the 
world, the Eucharist! 

Most of us do not hesitate to get excited in inviting our friends to 
other things that we are passionate about: going to a favorite 
restaurant, trying a new recipe, watching the Packer game, hav-
ing their kids join a traveling sports team, etc. But we get rather 
shy when it comes to evangelizing. 

As we all saw on the parish retreat, “evangelizing” really begins 
with relationships and friendships. We get to know people, care 

about them, listen to them, and hear their story. Then, when the 
moment is right, we invite them to take a step forward. Or we 
share our own story – explaining how Jesus has made a differ-
ence in our lives. Personal testimony is powerful – especially if 
the other person is asking us to share it. 

This past week we priests gathered in La Crosse for Priest Unity 
Days. The topic was evangelization. I was blown away by the wit-
ness of the presenter, the pastor of St. Stephen’s parish in Min-
neapolis. Their parish went from near extinction to astronomic 
growth. They became an evangelizing parish. Most of their parish 
members now find meaningful community in a small group. Each 
group loves sharing the spark of faith in Jesus Christ, giving sup-
port, caring for those around them, etc. But the leaders are ea-
gerly looking forward to a year or two later, when their group will 
split into two or more groups. Their goal is not to keep getting 
together with the same old pals, year after year, but to reach out 
and grow and multiply, so that more people can experience the 
love of Jesus. That means training and commissioning new lead-
ers. I personally thanked Fr. Williams, because his parish very 
robustly ministered to (and evangelized) some of our own. Their 
groups connected with the whole family of Anayeli Garcia, our 10
-year-old who spent two years at Children’s Hospital before dying 
of leukemia. Her parents have now caught fire in their own faith 
thanks to an evangelizing parish caring about them. 

If you read Scripture, this is exactly what happened in the early 
Church. Jesus occasionally took time to heal or preach to large 
groups. But He spent most of his time with just 12 of them. They 
weren’t even well educated or all that holy. But He chose them 
and invested into those relationships. Those 12 were then gifted 
by the Holy Spirit and went off and did what Jesus had done. 
They called and chose followers. They spent much of their time 
forming the leaders of their new communities, who in turn were 
commissioned to do the same. It was a model of growth and mul-
tiplication and evangelization. 

Close-knit community is essential in a parish. But self-enclosed 
communities will wither and die. Let’s continue reflecting how 
we can grow and multiply! More to follow. 

Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their in-
fants at least two months prior to the  anticipated date of  
baptism.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 
website for more  information, to download forms, and to 
see upcoming baptismal class dates. 
 

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebration of 
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 
time of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 
the anticipated date of marriage.  
 

Anointing of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 
been sick for a long period of time should receive the  
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 
of the parish  offices to make arrangements. 

Sacraments 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Parish News 

Mass Time Change 
Mass on Friday morning, August 17th will be at noon.  

Scrip Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are still needed to sell scrip after mass. Please con-
sider volunteering a little of your time, this just takes a couple of 
minutes and a big heart. Contact Janet Fox at 715-529-1587. 

Cor Jesu 
Cor Jesu meaning Heart of Jesus in Latin. Dates are August 14-
17 here at St. Mary’s, for grades 1-12. A faith day camp filled 
with daily teachings all centered around Jesus’ love for us! For 
more information contact Kristin Betlej at kbe-
tlej@regiscatolicschools.com 

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend: 
4:00p – Mark Willer and volunteer 
11:00a – Bonnie Rusfeldt and volunteer 

Last Week’s Scrip Information 
Number of Orders .............................. 12 
Amount Sold .......................... $2,695.00 
Profit  (approximately) .............. $149.88 
Monthly Profit ........................... $338.62 

Thank you! 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, July 14, 4:00p 

Lector J Nelson 

Servers Z Niedzwiecki, I Petersilka 
A. Server M Niedzwiecki 
S. Serve M Niedzwiecki 
Ushers W Liedl, A Tiry, 
 C Tiry, J Hayden 
 

Sunday, July 15, 11:00a 
Lector K Shakal 

Servers B Smiskey, R Hadt 
A. Server N Mullenberg 
S. Server J Mullenberg 
Ushers R Stephenson, R Mullenberg, 
  D McNamara,  
                      F Chukwudelunzu  

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $4,942.75 
Teens/Children ............................. $9.25 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $902.79 
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $5,854.79 

 Elizabeth Ministry 

To add a name, due date/birth 
date, request a meal, or to  volun-
teer, please call Emily Thurner at 
715-864-3048.  

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

The Fall Fest Committee is looking for hay bales 
and corn stalks to borrow  or use  for decorations 
September 14-16 for Fall Fest. Can be returned 
when finished.  Call Kathleen at 715-271-1824 or 
Toni at 952-463-6189 to arrange delivery 
time.   We could also use 12 smaller sized pump-
kins for a pumpkin bowling game. These can’t be returned. 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Office       715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Secretary (Part-time, bilingual) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Fall Festival 2018 

Save the date! The 2018 Fall Fest will 
take place on September 15 & 16. We 
hope to see you there! Please consid-
er volunteering your time to help with 
the planning of this fun parish event. 
Next meeting will be July 18th at 
6:00p. For more information, contact Kristi Blackmon at kristi-
blackmon@hotmail.com. 

Diocesan History Books  

The Diocese of La Crosse has printed a lovely hard cover book, 
full of color and beautiful pictures celebrating their 150th anni-
versary. Now, for just $30.  Purchase your copy today in the Nar-
thex area for your convenience.   

Our Lady of Guadalupe 

A wonderful weekend of prayer and spirituality host-
ed by his Eminence Cardinal Raymond Burke with 
special guests Cardinal Norberto Rivera Carrera 
Archbishop of Mexico City, Rev. Arturo Cepeda from 
Archdiocese of Detroit and Msgr. Eduardo Chavez. 
Conference at the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
in La Crosse, WI on July 27 & 28. For more infor-

mation visit: WWW.QUEENOFTHEAMERICASGUILD.ORG  

Prayer Chain 

To add a name or prayer intentions to the prayer chain, 
please email Janet Fox at generalbook@charter.com or 
call 715-529-1587. 

Love Your Spouse Like God Wants You To  

Spouses know that great love is possible within the midst of the 
daily demands, yet at times, it can be difficult to show it as we 
could. Consider attending a Domestic Church retreat. Tap into 
what God has in store for you. Retreat is August 16-19 in La 
Crosse, WI. To register go to: diolc.org/marriage-enrichment/. 
Direct all questions to aheinzen@diolc.org. 

Parish Smartphone App 

Download myparish app for daily reflections and prayers, and 
helpful reminders like silencing your phone before mass. 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, July 14, 6:00p 

Lector D Sorge 
K King, J Wolcott 

Servers D Messerschmidt 
Ushers C King, B Sorge 
 

Sunday, July 15, 8:30a 
Lector T Fischer 

 M Callaghan, J Sauter 
  N Falbo 
Servers T & E Falbo, B Ceranski 
Ushers J Krupka, B Severinski, 
  D Olson, K Roberts 
Greeters K & J Krupka 
Counters S & T Mayer, P Barth St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 

Adults ......................................  $2,967.00 
Fuel ............................................... $10.00 
Plate ............................................ $210.50 
Capital Campaign ..................... $1,310.00 
Building Fund Envelopes ............... $30.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $4,527.50 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Homebound Visits 

If you know of someone who 
is homebound and would like 
Holy Communion brought to 
them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Prayer Chain 

Please submit any prayer re-
quests to Elaine Welin via  
email:  ewelin327@gmail.com 
or call Diane Walker at 715-
286-5171.  

Parish News 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation 
Our summer camp this year is Cor Jesu, 
meaning Heart of Jesus in Latin. Dates are 
August 14-17 at St. Mary’s, for grades 1-
12. Contact Kristin Betlej at kbe-
tlej@regiscatholicschools.com for more 
information. 

Mass Cancellation 
The Thursday morning, July 12, 8:00a 
Mass is cancelled. Pray for Fr. Sakowski 
and our parishioners at the Peru Mission. 

Mass Intentions 
If you would like a Mass said for some-
one, please submit a $10 stipend for each 
intention.  Also, please include whether 
or not the individual is living or deceased. 

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a.  

Hall Rental 
If you would like to rent the Parish Hall 
and/or Kitchen, please contact Julie 
Graaskamp, at 715-877-3400.  Needed:  a 
signed rental agreement, proof of liability 
insurance, paid rental fee and deposit.  
Please reserve the hall/kitchen at least 3 
months in advance.  Rental is available to 
parish members only. 

Mass Time Changed 
Mass on Sunday morning, August 26 will 
be at 10:00a for the Fall Festival. 

Fall Festival News 

2018 Fall Festival - August 24 and 26 

 Your Fall Festival Raffle tickets 
are now in the gathering space. 
Please sell them and return the 
stubs and money to the office 

or put them in the collection basket. 

 Sign-up sheets to volunteer are in the 
gathering space. We will also be using 
Sign Up Genius to volunteer at the Fall 
Festival. Go to our parish website at 
www.straymond.us and click on the link! 

 If you are a crafty person, now is the 
time to start your projects! Help fill our 
Country Store with special and unique 
items!  

 Start practicing your music and acts for 
the talent show!  

 We are in need of a co-chair. Now is the 
time to learn how the Festival runs and 
offer your time and talent to the Parish!  

 If you have any questions contact   Mike  
Miller  at  715-695-2742 or at  cher-
mike@tcc.coop. 

Knights of Columbus 

The next Knights of Columbus 
meeting will be Monday, July 9 
at 7:00p. 

The PCCW will be having its next 
meeting on July 12 at 6:30p in 
the Library. All women of the 
parish are invited! 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

Pray for Peru 

Please pray for the Fr. Sakowski and the 
10 people who will be making the mission 
trip to Peru from July 12 to July 23. 

Please join us after the Mass-
es on July 14 and July 15 to 
welcome Fr. Sedlacek to our 
Parish! We will be having 
light refreshments in the 
Parish Hall. 

Welcome Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 

Worship Service 

All people with disabilities and 
their families are invited to 
attend a IM Ministry Worship 
Service on Sunday July 22, at 
3:00p at Lake Street United 

Methodist Church, in Eau Claire. IM Min-
istry is a Christian Faith Community 
where you can learn how much God loves 
you. A meal will be served following the 
short Worship Service and activities relat-
ed to the Sunday message. For infor-
mation please call Katie Kroll at 715-836-
9226. 



Meet Staff Member: Jessica Ferrer, Bi-Lingual Secretary at St. Mary’s 

My name is Jessica 
Ferrer, and I have 
been a parishioner at 
St. Mary’s for a little 
over three years and 
since February 2018, I 
now serve the parish 
as the Bilingual Secre-
tary.  Yes, serving just 
a few months in this 
position is proving to 
be very exciting.  I 
honestly would have 
never imagined myself 

in this position. I also serve in the Hispanic Commission 
in the Parish Council of Catholic Women. 

During my middle school years I tried some sports. I al-
ways did like a challenge, so took on track and field 
which I did enjoy and wasn’t so bad at it, well at the 
time. Also had tons of fun playing tennis and volleyball 
except when the ball would hit me. Although proud of 
being a girl scout back in the day I never did like my 
green and white uniform.   

Then there was high school.  I stuck to jogging to keep 
healthy and got into cheerleading. Graduated from a 
Vocational High School and got certified as a Medical 
Office Assistant. Not because my intention was to go 
straight into the working world but because I always 
liked the medical field. As a senior I had the opportunity 
to work in a medical office which was combined with a 
laboratory, what an experience before heading off to 
college.   

What also happened in high school is where Ismael and I 
met. I am so grateful that God has blessed me with such 
a wonderful, patient, loving, supporting man.  We both 
went off to the University of Humacao Puerto Rico. I 
went heads in for the nursing program, I knew what I 
wanted and in 1998 I became a Registered Nurse. I al-
ways felt a desire and burning passion to help others in 
need. It truly filled me with joy.  Worked my first five 
plus years in adult medical ward, was then asked to join 
the Respiratory Care Unit, which after a year I accepted 
and worked there for six years. Later on, the Medical 
Director asked me to work with him in a new Intensive 
Care Unit that was opening, I thought about it at first 
but could not resist the experience and the one on one 
treatment and said yes, so I worked in the ICU for 3 

years.   

After fourteen plus years working mostly nights, being a 
wife and a mother of two beautiful children, Giovanni 
(15) and Aryanna (11), and everything else that comes 
with that all at the same time, my husband and I decid-
ed to give my family a better life. With my Husband 
getting a better job offer, we moved to Eau Claire in 
2013, and I became a stay-at-home mom always helping 
out at school with the Parent Teacher Association which 
was normal for me back in Puerto Rico.  

Our children are involved in various activities; Giovanni 
plays the trombone and likes to watch movies. Aryanna 
has played softball, plays basketball and one day would 
like to play for the WNBA. As a family, we play a variety 
of indoor/outdoor sports, watch movies, and visit parks.  

Yet, not realizing what God has in store for us, our fami-
ly will continue to stay active in the parish serving the 
community as one and responding to God’s calling. The 
silent prayers at St. Mary’s at times can speak so loud or 
simply give you the peace you need. I have learned so 
much from the beautiful Mexicans who I hope to be-
come closer to. I am so blessed and more than grateful 
to have found another family at St. Mary’s.  


