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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

February 23 through March 3 
Sat., Feb. 23 4:00p SM † Robert M Gallagher 
  6:00p  SR † George Dekan 
Sun., Feb. 24 8:30a  SR † Barbara Puglisi 
  11:00a SM † Gary Soley, † Mike Haugen 
  1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners 
Mon., Feb. 25 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Feb. 26 8:00a SR Bonnie Firkus 
Wed., Feb. 27  8:00a SM † Donna Schultz 
Thu., Feb. 28 8:00a SR Delmar Travis 
  4:00p  Mass at Grace Edgewood 
Fri., Mar. 1 9:00a SM † Mr. & Mrs. Ed Sutter 
Sat., Mar. 2 9:00a SM † Kip Schultz 
  4:00p SM † Denny O’Donahoe 
  6:00p SR SR & SM Parishioners 
Sun., Mar. 3 8:30a SR Travis Family 
  11:00a SM † John & Marilyn Rindo Family 
  1:00p SM † Janet Watt Caballero  

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

Untying Knots with Mary 

Over the last two weeks, I have reflected 
on the need to unlearn what we have 
learned and to be disentangled from un-
holy agreements. Today I would like to 
reflect on the assistance we can find by 
turning to our blessed mother Mary as we 
seek full freedom in Christ. 

Mary is sometimes referred to as the 
“Undoer of Knots” – a devotion popularized by Jorge Mario Ber-
goglio. Its popularity is not a surprise. The image speaks so readi-
ly and so deeply to the human heart. Children instinctively bring 
their tangles and knots to their mother, often in frustration and 
exasperation. Under her calming and soothing gaze, what had 
seemed overwhelming and impossible becomes livable and man-
ageable. They find that she has eased their agitation and restored 
their hope. 

This childlike need for soothing and calming does not go away 
when we enter adulthood. We get just as tired and just as agitat-
ed. We have our “meltdowns” and frustrations and tantrums. We 
are merely much better at hiding and pretending and denying our 
need for help. If anything, the tangles and knots we experience in 
adult life are far more complex and scary! 

The idea of Mary as one who unties knots is actually an ancient 
one. Saint Irenaeus of Lyons, writing about A.D. 180,  describes 
Mary as the New Eve who unties the knot wrought by our first 
mother: “And thus also it was that the knot of Eve’s disobedience 
was untied by the obedience of Mary. For what the virgin Eve 
had bound fast through unbelief, this did the virgin Mary set free 
through faith.” Just as Eve became the mother of all the living, so 
is Mary now the mother of all those who are alive in Christ as 
members of His Body. 

Jesus knew our lifelong need for a spiritual mother, and so he 
gave Mary to each of us when he died on the Cross: “When Jesus 
saw His mother and the disciple there whom He loved, He said to 
His mother, ‘Woman, behold, your son.’ Then He said to the dis-
ciple, ‘Behold, your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took 
her into his home” (John 19:26-27). If you read John’s Gospel 
carefully, you will note that the name “John” is never given. Ra-
ther, he uses “beloved disciple” or “the disciple whom he loved.” 
This allows each of us to put ourselves into that identity as a be-
loved disciple. When Jesus gives Mary as a mother, he is not cre-
ating a mother-son relationship between Mary and John only, 
meant to last merely a couple of decades. In that case, why both-
er to record the conversation? If ever there was a dying man 
whose last words are charged with meaning and intentionality, it 
is the eternal Son of God who died on the Cross for us! He wills 
us to receive and be received by Mary as our mother. We need 
her motherly care as we grow into our identity in Christ. 

The most popular image of Mary the Untier of Knots is the 
painting of Johann Georg Schmidtner, completed around 1700 in 
Augsburg, Germany. It was the one that inspired Jorge Bergoglio 
(now Pope Francis) back in 1986. Instead, up above I chose to 
share this icon that was written by Alfred Rebhan. It speaks pow-

erfully to my heart. Living 
now by faith in Christ Jesus, 
we are one with him. The 
life we live now is not our 
own (Galatians 2:20); we 
literally become Christ. His 
Father is now Our Father. 
His mother Mary is now our 
mother. When we need a 
soothing and calming moth-
er who can aid us, she is 
there, just like the Virgin in 
this icon, placing her gentle 
and encouraging hand on 
our shoulder as we (one 
with Christ) find the free-
dom to face our own knots 
and untie them. 

That has certainly been my story – especially during the last cou-
ple of years of my life, which have been truly transformational. 
Devotion to Mary has been at the center of that conversion. I 
sought her aid in my desire to untie one or two frustrating knots. 
Little did I realize that I would need to face a massive tangle of 
interconnected knots, long ago buried and forgotten in the base-
ment of my heart: including lies, unholy agreements, unhealed 
wounds, and much more. Little by little, I have been learning to 
be open and receptive like the Christ Child – who emptied him-
self completely and let himself depend upon His heavenly Father 
and upon Mary His mother. Apart from Christ (and apart from his 
blessed mother) I am powerless to disentangle these knots. But 
one with Him, close to His blessed mother, I am finding the free-
dom and peace I need to proceed and persevere. 

Check out Father’s blog at www.abideinlove.com 

Youth Ministry Fundraiser  
Hosted by Regis Faith Council 

March 5, 6-8:00pm - St. Mary’s Parish Hall 
Join us for a night of fun, fellowship, and inspirational 
teaching from Father James Kurzynski. Fr. James will pro-
vide an exploration into his work with the Vatican Observa-
tory.  In his presentation, Fr. James will share stories of peo-
ple he has met from NASA, The Planetary Science Institute, 
and other professional scientific organizations that should 
give hope for the future of the relationship between faith 
and science.  Beverages, appetizers, and desserts will be 
served during the event!  Please join us to support our chil-
dren on their journey to virtue and holiness.    

Attendance options: 1 ticket for $25, 2 for $40, 4 for $60,  
8 for $100, 20 for $200           

Go to the website http://www.regisfaithcouncil.com/
fund2019/to signup  or  email regisfaithcouncil@gmail.com 
with questions. 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Parish News 

Baptism Classes 
Next Baptism prep classes are on Sunday, March 17 at 9:30a and 
Sunday, May 19 at 9:30a. For more information or to sign up, 
please contact the Parish office. 

Pláticas de Bautismo 
Próximas pláticas de bautismo serán domingo, 24 de febrero a 
las 2p y domingo, 14 de abril a las 2p. Para más información o 
para reservar una sesión, favor de comunicarse con la oficina 
parroquial.  

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend: 
4:00p - Volunteer and volunteer 
11:00a - Volunteer and volunteer  

Last Week’s Scrip Information 
Amount Sold .......................... $2,905.00 
Weekly Profit ............................ $138.87 

Thank you! 
 

Family Faith Formation 

Confirmation this Wednesday: All 9th and 10th graders meet  
at St. Mary’s this Wednesday from 6:30-8:00p. This is the third 
in a 3-part series on Theology of the Body-we’ll address hard 
questions from gender identity to sex and marriage and the 
basics of relationship and vocational calling. 
 
RCIA Candidates and Catechumens! We meet this week, Feb-
ruary 28th to discuss Morality and do a Confession “Show n’ 
Tell.” Also remember that the Rite of Election retreat for our 
deanery is this Saturday, March 2 from 8:45a-2:45p.  
 
Please pray for all RCIA Candidates and Catechumens as they 
prepare for the Rite of Election with a special deanery-wide 
retreat hosted by St. Mary’s this Saturday.  

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, March 2, 4:00p 

Lector M Hanson 

Servers S Webster, L Johnson 
A. Server C Thurner 
S. Serve C Thurner 
Ushers W Liedl, B Webster, 
 R Verdegan, J Hayden 
 

Sunday, March 3, 11:00a 
Lector J Satnik 

Servers A Rosener, R Hadt 
A. Server C Thurner 
S. Server C Thurner 
Ushers R Stephenson, C Duffy, 
  T Sykora, R Mullenberg 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $7,009.00 
Teens/Children ........................... $44.74 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $589.00 
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $7,642.74 
 

Capital Campaign  .................. $1,030.00 

 St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Receptionist715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Dynamic Catholic 

The Find Your Greatness event  delves into the  four life-giving 
spiritual habits of engaged Catholics. Join us at Notre Dame 
Church, on April 6 for this event  and discover how to master in 
your life the four signs of a Dynamic Catholic. Tickets can be pur-
chased after Masses through the end of March (2nd and 4th 
weekends) for $25. The tickets include admission as well as a 
bag full of great resources. Visit DynamicCatholic.com or call 
Janet Fox at 715-529-1587 for more information. 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

Embrace Your Call to Holiness Retreat at St. Mary’s, 
Saturday, March 2. Confessions at 7:00a, Rosary at 
8:10a, Mass at 9:00a. Registration from 8-9:30a. 
Event and first talk starts at 10:00a. Nationally 
known speaker, Marge Fenelon, will speak on Spirit-
ualty of Womanhood and Turning Your Sorrow into Joy: Jesus’ 
Promise to You. Cost is $25 for early registration before Febru-
ary 16 and $35 by February 23. Brochures can be found in our 
gathering space. For more information contact Julie Brindle at 
715-456-6351.  

Forty Hours Devotions 

Our Forty Hours Devotion will begin on Ash Wednesday, March 
6. This is an opportunity for people to gather as a community 
before the Blessed Sacrament and to pray to Our Lord in solemn 
adoration. Please sign up to spend just an hour with Jesus-
beginning Ash Wednesday, March 6 at 8:00p through Friday, 
March 8 at 4:00p. Sign up sheets are located in the gathering 
space at both parishes.  You can also visit both Parish websites 
to sign up online. If you have any questions, please contact Nan 
Falbo at 715-878-4767. 

Formed.org 

Take a closer look at the Eucharist. Although it appears  to be 
simple bread and wine, it is actually the “source and summit” of 
the Christian life. Explore the truth and beauty of Christ’s real 
presence in the Eucharist in the study PRESENCE on formed.org.  

To add a name or prayer inten-
tion to the prayer chain, please 
email Janet Fox at general-
book@charter.net or call 715-
529-1587.  

Prayer Chain 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, March 2, 6:00p 

Lector P Uhlig 
K King, B Sorge 

Servers E Frank 
Ushers C & K King 
 

Sunday, March 3, 8:30a 
Lector T Smith 

 J Bowers, N Falbo, J Quirk 
Servers B Ceranski, B Quirk 
Ushers D Olson, P Quirk, 
  J Sauter, B Severinski 
Greeters T & S Mayer 
Counters T & S Mayer, D Ziemann 
 

Wednesday, March 6, 7:00p 

Lector B Lesniewski 
T Fischer, B Gruba, K Pfaff 

Servers J Rollins, K Gruba, M Hoff 
Ushers B Gruba, J Lesniewski, 
  L & J Vetterkind 
Greeters B & D Sorge 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ......................................  $3,715.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................. $9.25 
Plate ............................................ $323.30 
Capital Campaign ..................... $1,690.00 
Building Fund Envelopes ............. $555.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $6,292.55 

Parish News 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Family Faith Formation   
All families are invited to our Family Ac-
tivity Day on Sunday, March 3. We'll be 
making Easter egg Rosaries to use during 
Lent.  Great family activity!! 

Ash Wednesday Mass 
Mass for Ash Wednesday will be March 6 
at 7:00pm at St. Raymond’s. 

Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a.  

Homebound Visits 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin at ewelin327@gmail.com or 
call Diane Walker at 715-286-5171.  

Mass Intentions 
If you would like a Mass said for some-
one, please submit a $10 stipend for each 
intention. Also, please include whether or 
not the individual is living or deceased. 

Hall Rental 
If you would like to rent the Parish Hall 
and/or Kitchen, please contact Julie 
Graaskamp, at 715-877-3400. Please re-
serve the hall/kitchen at least 3 months 
in advance.   

Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus are 
hosting a  Family Movie Night 
on Saturday, March 2 after the 
evening Mass. Hot dogs, pop-

corn, drinks and chips provided. Dessert 
to pass is welcomed. Bring blankets, pil-
lows, etc. Lenten Fish Frys start Friday, 
March 8 from 4:00-7:00p.  There is  a 
signup in the gathering space to help 
work at the Fish Frys. 

The Parish Council of Catholic 
Women will be holding a bake 
walk at each of the six KC Len-
ten fish frys this year. There will 
be a signup board in the gather-

ing space with a separate sheet for each 
of the six fish frys. We are asking for vol-
unteers to bake items (please label what 
your baked item is) and for volunteers to 
work selling the paddles for each week. 
Everyone’s help is greatly appreciated for 
these fund raising events. Sign up early 
and often! Thank you! 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

Our Forty Hours Devotion will begin on 
Ash Wednesday, March 6.  This is an op-
portunity for people to gather as a com-
munity before the Blessed Sacrament and 
to pray to Our Lord in solemn adoration. 
Please sign up to spend just an hour with 
Jesus—beginning Ash Wednesday, March 
6 at 8:00p through Friday, March 8 at 
4:00p.  Sign up sheets are located in the 
gathering space at both parishes.  You 
can also visit both Parish websites to sign 
up online. If you have any questions, 
please contact Nan Falbo at 715-878-
4767. 

Forty Hours Devotion Catholic Women’s Retreat 

All women of the Parish are reminded of 
the March 2  Catholic Women’s Retreat 
sponsored by the Eau Claire Deanery 
Council of Catholic Women (DCCW) at St. 
Mary’s Parish in Altoona.  For more de-
tails, look for the brochure in the gather-
ing space titled Embracing Your Call to 
Holiness.  

50th Wedding Anniversary 

The Diocese of La Crosse is again spon-
soring 50th Jubilee Wedding Anniversary 
celebrations for those couples cele-
brating fifty years of marriage. If you will 
celebrate your 50th wedding anniversary 
in 2019 please join Bishop Callahan on 
August 25 at St. Mary’s, in Altoona for a 
special event. Please sign up in the gath-
ering space by March 18. 

Lenten Retreat for Young Adults 

March 30, 9:00-4:00p, at the Institute of 
St. Joseph, Boyd, WI. A day of retreat led 
by Fr. Daniel Sedlacek with sessions 
geared towards people 25 to 35 years of 
age. Mass, Confessions, Adoration, time 
for prayer and reflection, and a light 
breakfast and lunch will be provided.  We 
are asking for a free will donation to cov-
er the costs. Please respond to Sara by 
March 23, at 715-404-8642.  




