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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
April 6 through April 14 

Sat., Apr. 6 9:00a SM † Beverly Seibel   
  4:00p SM † Everett Reed 
    † Repose of the Soul of 
       Fred Magadance 
  6:00p SR † Richard Puglisi 
Sun., Apr. 7 8:30a SR † Barbara Rockow 
  11:00a SM † Carl Thurner 
  1:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners 
Mon., Apr. 8 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Apr. 9 9:00a SR PCCW Members 
Wed., Apr. 10  8:00a SM † Robert Gallagher 
Thu., Apr. 11 8:00a SR † Elizabeth Ida 
  10:30a   
Fri., Apr. 12 9:00a SM † Marcellene Zola 
Sat., Apr. 13 4:00p SM † Jo Ann LeMere 
  6:00p SR A Policeman Son 
Sun., Apr. 14 8:30a SR † Mary Gentry 
  11:00a SM † Gary Soley 
  1:00p SM † Joe, Margie & John Servi  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

Stations of the Cross 
 

 Sunday  5:00p    SR 
 Friday 7:00p  SM 

 

Bulletin Submission Deadline 
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 

Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 

Asking Good Questions 
 

May the Lord’s peace be with you! 

“Why should I pray if God already knows 
what I will ask?” This is one good question 
among many that I have been asked by 
some of the best question-askers in the 
world: children. For whatever reason, it 
seems to me that children around the age 
of 9-12 years old have asked me the best 

questions that have ever been asked,  and some of the deepest 
as well.  

Really young children often ask humorous or nonsensical ques-
tions. One of their perpetual favorites and most parent-annoying 
question is: “Why?” “Because we have to eat now.” “Why?” 
“Because it is dinner time.” “Why?” “Because 5 PM is the time of 
the day when we eat dinner.” “Why?”…  I know very few adults 
who have ever won a “why duel” with a child.  

Us adults often only ask boringly practical questions, or questions 
that arise from some bias or from a deep past hurt. Questions of 
the latter type often don’t have an answer, because they deal 
with the mysterious reality of suffering. But if we are honest with 
ourselves, more often than not, we are not looking for an an-
swer, but for understanding, compassion, acceptance, and conso-
lation for and within our suffering. If we don’t ask the right ques-
tions, we may never find the right answers. Asking the right ques-
tion to the right person can often be a life transforming experi-
ence, especially when that Person is Truth Itself, Jesus Christ.   

Perhaps this is one of the many reasons that Jesus said in the 
Gospel, “Unless you acquire the heart of a child, you cannot en-
ter into the Kingdom of heaven.” Kids seem to ask the most im-
portant and potentially life transforming questions. Questions 
like, “Why did God create me?” “What is heaven like?” “How do I 
learn to be good?” “Does God really see everything?” “Can God 
make good come out of suffering?” “What is God’s plan for me?” 
“Can I trust God?” And perhaps this is one of the reasons why we 
should pray even though God already knows what we need. Be-
cause He wants us to ask Him a life-transforming question. 

One of the best questions that I have heard about was asked last 
year during the Easter Vigil Mass on Holy Saturday. After the Gos-
pel reading that recounted Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, my 
sister explained the story to her four-year-old in simpler terms. 
She got to the point of Easter morning, “Jesus’ body was not in 
the tomb.” “Well, where was He?” my nephew asked. She re-
plied, “He came back to life. He rose from the dead.” My nephew 
replied, “What?! That’s amazing!” Such a simple but most im-
portant question which led to perhaps the most transforming 
truth of all time. If only more of us had a heart child-like enough 
to receive that truth with all its amazing consequences.  

As we all come through the final days of Lenten preparation for 
entering into Holy Week and the Easter mysteries, my prayer for 
myself and for you all is that we may ask the right questions to 
the right Person. Perhaps the question is something similar to my 
nephew’s, “Well, where are You, Jesus?” Perhaps it is something 
else: “Why do you want me with You forever in heaven, Lord?” 
“Why did You undergo all that suffering and the cross?” “What 
do you want me to do now with the life you have given to me?” 
Or perhaps a more personal question is needed at this time: 
“Where do You want to transform me, Jesus? Will You help me? 
Will You be with me in my sufferings?” 

Another great question we could ask God is, “What questions do 
You have for me, Lord?” Jesus Christ was the best question-asker 
of all time. Here are some examples: “What do you seek?” (John 
1:38); “But who do you say that I am?” (Matthew 16:15); “Why 
do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ but not do what I tell you?” (Luke 
6:46); “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom do you 
seek?” (John 20:15); “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting 
Me?” (Acts 9:4); and the questions He asked the woman caught 
in adultery from our Gospel reading for this weekend: “Woman, 
where are they? Has no one condemned you?” I think these 
questions are asked to us just as much as they were asked to 
those first disciples. What would my answers be to them? 

What are the questions that God wants to ask you? What are the 
questions that God wants you to ask Him, so that He can trans-
form you, console you, or perhaps even offer you some clarity 
about the deepest realities? If you are unsure, then maybe you 
can ask a young child to give you some ideas and show you how. 

Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their infants 
at least two months prior to the  anticipated date of  
baptism.  A class for parents is required. See your parish web-
site for more  information, to download forms, and to see up-
coming baptismal class dates. 
 

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebration of 
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 
time of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to the 
anticipated date of marriage.  
 

Anointing of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have been 
sick for a long period of time should receive the  
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one of 
the parish  offices to make arrangements. 

Sacraments PRO-LIFE WITNESS: Since 1985, a local group of Christians have 
gathered weekly to bear peaceful witness to the dignity of each 
human person. Sadly, every day in our nation 3,000 human per-
sons are killed through abortion. Please consider joining our 
prayer. Stand up for those have no voice to fight for themselves, 
and pray for the building up of a culture of life and a civilization 
of love. Location: frontage road north of Planned Parenthood in 
the Shopko Plaza (East Clairemont Avenue). When: Mondays 
and Fridays 11:30am-12:30pm, Wednesdays 4:00pm-5:00pm 
(rain or shine). For more information contact: Don Anderson 
(715-835-1724), Tony Sykora (715-864-7800) or Sara Hansen 
(715-214-5081).  



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Parish News 

Stations of the Cross 
Join us for Stations of the Cross at 7:00p every Friday  through 
April 12.  

St. Mary’s School - Stations of the Cross 
Stations of the Cross at St. Mary’s from 2:55 - 3:15p on the fol-
lowing Tuesdays: April 9 and 16.  

Anniversary Blessings/Social Sunday 
If you are celebrating your wedding anniversary in April and 
would like to be recognized by Father at the 11a Mass on April 
14, sign up sheet is in the Narthex. A reception will follow during 
our Social Sunday in the Parish Hall, on April 14 after the 11a 
Mass.  

Estaciones de la Cruz 
Todos los viernes a las 7:00p hasta el 22 de abril.  
 

Pláticas de Bautismo 
Próxima plática de bautismo será domingo, 14 de abril a las 2p. 
Para más información  comuniquese con la oficina parroquial.  

Scrip Volunteers For Next Weekend: 
4:00p - Volunteer and volunteer 
11:00a - Volunteer and volunteer 

 
Last Week’s Scrip Information 

 
Amount Sold .......................... $2,590.00 

Thank you! 

Family Faith Formation 

Confirmation this Wednesday. All 9th and 10th graders meet 
at St. Mary’s this Wednesday from 6:30-8:00p. This is the last in 
a 3-part series on Theology of the Body as we explore some of 
the tougher questions about the Church’s teachings on mar-
riage, gender, relationships and sexuality.  
 
Middle School Youth Group this Sunday! All 6-8th graders are 
invited to a deanery-wide Youth Group for games, snacks, Bible 
teaching, small groups, friends and prayer. Join us Sunday, April 
7 from 6:00-7:30p at the Rubenzer Home, 6104 White Owl 
Lane. Details at ECDYouthMinistry.com. 
 
RCIA meets this Thursday. Topic is final preparation fro the 
Triduum! Meet at St. Mary’s from 6:30-8:30p.  

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, April 13, 4:00p 

Lector J Spalding 

Servers S Webster, A Leis 
A. Server D Wogernese 
S. Serve D Wogernese 
Ushers W Liedl, B Webster, 
  R Verdegan, H Talley 
 

Sunday, April 14, 11:00a 
Lector J Satnik 

Servers C & T  Chilson 
Thurifer        J Bechly  
A. Server N Mullenberg 
S. Server N Mullenberg 
Ushers R Smeltzer, R Mullenberg, 
                      J Kovacevich, D McNamara 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $6,461.00 
Teens/Children ........................... $81.55 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $890.25 
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $7,432.80 
 

Capital Campaign  ..................... $252.37 

 St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Receptionist715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer      715-855-1294 , x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

To add a name or prayer inten-
tion to the prayer chain, please 
email Janet Fox at general-
book@charter.net or call 715-
529-1587.  

Prayer Chain 

Misas de Semana Santa  

Misa de jueves santo - 7:00p 
Misa de viernes santo - 2:00p 
Misa de Vigilia Pascual - 9:00p 

Chrism Mass in La Crosse 

The Chrism Mass is one of the diocesan highlights at which the 
Bishop blesses the oils for the celebration of the Sacraments of 
Baptism and the Anointing of the Sick, and consecrates the Sa-
cred Chrism used in the Sacraments of Confirmation and Holy 
Orders. Priest also renew their priestly promises at this Mass, 
and the faithful pray for them. The Chrism Mass will be cele-
brated on April 16, at 10:30a, at St. Joseph the Workman Cathe-
dral in La Crosse. Please consider attending! 

 Triduum 2019 at St. Mary’s 

Holy Thursday Mass - 7:00p 
Good Friday Mass - 2:00p 
Easter Vigil Mass - 9:00p 

Easter Lily Memorials 

To honor a family member with Easter lilies placed 
in Church during the Easter season, fill out an en-
velope, now included in your envelope packet. 
Please place your donation in the collection basket 
by April 14, Palm Sunday. 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 
Saturday, April 13, 6:00p 

Lector B Lesniewski 
K King, B Sorge 

Servers D Messerschmidt 
Ushers J Lesniewski, C King 
 

Sunday, April 14, 8:30a* 
Lector T Smith 

 
Servers J Campbell, E Smith, 
  B Ceranski, K Gruba 
Ushers J & C Rollins, 
  B Gryzb, D Olson 
Greeters J & L Vetterkind 
Counters R Muller, M Burmesch,  
  P Gentry 
* Incense at this Mass 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ......................................  $3,943.00 
Holy Day Envelopes ........................ $5.00 
Youth Envelopes ........................... $11.25 
Plate ............................................ $200.50 
Capital Campaign ..................... $2,400.00 
Building Fund Envelopes ............. $250.00 
Fuel ............................................... $60.00 
Easter ............................................ $35.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $6,904.75 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Homebound Visits 

If you know of someone who 
is homebound and would like 
Holy Communion brought to 
them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Prayer Chain 

Please submit any prayer re-
quests to Elaine Welin via  
email:  ewelin327@gmail.com 
or call Diane Walker at 715-
286-5171.  

Parish News 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Stokes, Prock & Mundt 

 Funeral Chapel 

Family Faith Formation   
K-8 families, the Family Formation les-
sons are awesome to do together during 
these last two weeks before Eas-
ter.  Make it a great Holy Week together!  

Stations of the Cross/Supper 
Please join us every Sunday evening in 
Lent for the stations of the cross begin-
ning at 5:00p in the Church. Afterwards 
will be a soup and sandwich supper in the 
parish hall, hosted by different  groups 
from our parish. All are welcome! 

Triduum 2019 at St. Mary’s 
This year Holy Thursday, Good Friday and 
Easter Vigil will be held at St. Mary’s. 
Please join us for this sacred celebration. 

Mass Time Change 
Weekday Mass on Tuesday, April 9 will be 
at 9:00a as Regis will be at St. Raymond’s 
for their last retreat, this school year.  

Mass Cancellations 
During Holy week, weekday Mass on 
Tuesday, April 16 is cancelled as the 
priests will be in La Crosse for the Chrism 
Mass. Morning Mass on Thursday, April 
18 is cancelled and Holy Thursday Mass 
will be at 7:00p at St. Mary’s. 

Easter Lily Memorials 
To have a lily placed in the Church in 
memory of a loved one,  please fill out 
your envelope and place in the collection 
basket by Palm Sunday, April 14. 

Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus are 
hosting their last Lenten Fish 
Fry on Friday, April 12 from 
4:00-7:00p.  Thank you to ev-

eryone who volunteered to help or pat-
ronized our Fish Frys! 
The next Knights of Columbus meeting 
will be Monday, April 8 at 7:00p. 

The Parish Council of Catholic 
Women will be holding their 
last bake walk at the KC Lenten 
fish fry for this year. There is a 
signup board in the gathering 

space. We are asking for volunteers to 
bake items (please label what your baked 
item is) and for volunteers to work selling 
the paddles. Thank you to everyone who 
has helped or donated baked goods this 
Lenten season! 
The next PCCW meeting is Thursday, April 
11 at 6:30p in the library. All women of 
the parish are invited to attend. 
The annual collection for the Divine Mer-
cy Sunday Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women will be on April 27 and 28. 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

Thank you to everyone who helped with 
the spring cleaning at the rectory! We are 
blessed to have generous volunteers! 

Thank you! 

Ladies of the Parish 

The Parish Council of Catholic Women is 
searching for several women interested 
in running for officer positions.  The Vice 
President office remains vacant and has 
one year remaining in the cycle.  The 
President and Secretary positions are up 
for election in May with installation in 
June.  The positions are from July 2019 to 
June 2021.  Please contact any of the 
current officers to submit your name if 
interested.  These volunteer positions are 
a great way to help serve our Parish and 
develop friendships with other women of 
our Parish. 
President Kim Gonyo 
   tkgonyo@icloud.com 
Treasurer Claire Parr  
  parrstrum@gmail.com  or 715-878-4184 
Secretary Mary King  
 kingmarter@gmail.com or 715-878-9472 

King’s Closet 

If you are planning to do 
some spring cleaning around 
your house, remember King’s 
Closet!  They will take all 

clothing and shoes. Just leave your dona-
tions inside the north door of the Church! 
Thank you for your generosity! 



Divine Mercy Sunday is a very special Sunday when the Divine 

Floodgates from Heaven are wide-opened, and Jesus offers us the total forgiveness  
of all sins and punishment to any soul who goes to Confession and receives Him  
in Holy Communion. 
On February 22, 1931, Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ appeared to a simple nun, 
Saint Faustina Kowalska from Cracow, Poland bringing with Him a wonderful  
message of Mercy for all mankind. 

In the evening, when I was in my cell, I became aware of the Lord 
Jesus clothed in a white garment. One hand was raised in bless-
ing, the other was touching the garment at the breast. From the 
opening of the garment at the breast there came forth two large 
rays, one red and the other pale. In silence I gazed intently at the 
Lord; my soul was overwhelmed with fear, but also with great joy. 
After a while Jesus said to me, 'paint an image according to the 
pattern you see, with the inscription: Jesus, I trust in You.’  
(Diary 47) 
 

Some time later, Our Lord again spoke to her: 
 

The pale ray stands for the Water which makes souls righteous; 
the red ray stands for the Blood which is the life of souls. These 
two rays issued forth from the depths of My most tender Mercy at 
that time when My agonizing Heart was opened by a lance on 
the Cross....Fortunate is the one who will dwell in their shelter, 
for the just hand of God shall not lay hold of him. (Diary 299) 
 

During the course of Jesus' revelations to Saint Faustina on the Divine Mercy He 
asked on numerous occasions that a feast day be dedicated to the Divine Mercy 
and that this feast be celebrated on the Sunday after Easter, a perennial invitation 
to the Christian world to face, with confidence in divine benevolence, the  
difficulties and trials that mankind will experience in the years to come. 
Concerning the Feast of Divine Mercy Jesus said: 
 

Whoever approaches the Fountain of Life on this day will be 
granted complete forgiveness of sins and punishment. 
(Diary 300) 
I want the image solemnly blessed on the first Sunday after  
Easter, and I want it to be venerated publicly so that every soul 
may know about it. (Diary 341) 
This Feast emerged from the very depths of My mercy, and it is 
confirmed in the vast depths of my tender mercies. (Diary 420) 

 
Copy and information provided by Alma Koenig and St. Mary’s PCCW 

Come, Join us for a World Wide Celebration!  

Divine Mercy Sunday and Novena 

Divine Mercy Novena 
To learn how to pray the chaplet 
and instructions on the Divine 
Mercy novena, you can visit: 
https://www.ewtn.com/
devotionals/mercy/. 
Jesus gave St Faustina nine 
different groups of souls to  
bring to His Heart during the 
Divine Mercy Novena (Diary 
1209-1229), which starts on 
Good Friday, April 19 and ends 
on Divine Mercy Sunday,  
April 28. 

Divine Mercy Sunday will be 
celebrated in Eau Claire at: 
St Patrick’s Church on Sunday 
April 28th 2019  
12:30p-1:00p Exposition of the 
     Blessed Sacrament and  
     Silent Prayer 
1:00p-4:00p Prayer and  
     Reconciliation 
3:00p-Recitation of the Divine 
     Mercy Chaplet 
4:00p-Benediction 

 

https://www.ewtn.com/devotionals/mercy/
https://www.ewtn.com/devotionals/mercy/

