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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

May 25 through June 2 
Sat., May 25 4:00p SM † Paul C & Clara Bauer 
  6:00p  SR † Bob & Phyllis Klees 
Sun., May 26 8:30a  SR † Barbara Rockow 
  11:00a SM SM & SR Parishioners 
  1:00p SM † John & Marilyn Rindo Family 
Mon., May 27 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., May 28 8:00a SR † Harold, Frances & Rick Bohl 
Wed., May 29  8:00a SM † Mr. & Mrs. Ed Sutter 
Thu., May 30 8:00a SR † Mary Gentry 
Fri., May 31 9:00a SM † Joan Clay 
Sat., Jun. 1 9:00a SM † Cherie & Stephen Boley 
  4:00p SM † Angela Mroczenski  
  6:00p SR SR & SM Parishioners 
Sun., Jun. 2 8:30a SR † Melvin Marter 
  11:00a SM † Carol Mayer 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention  

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

Devotion to Mary 

In the month of May we often think of 
Mary, our Blessed Mother. One of the 
greatest aids to our spiritual growth is a 
tender devotion to her. This point is very 
obvious to most Catholics most places in 
the world. Here in the United States it 
sometimes gets questioned, due (I think) 
to deeper Protestant roots in our culture 
and a fear that loving Jesus’ mother will 

somehow obscure our love for Him. 

One occasionally hears the objection that the Bible says nothing 
about devotion to Mary, or the suggestion that it’s better to go 
“straight to God” with our prayers. Some even go so far as to 
accuse Catholics of idolatry. 

In point of fact, we venerate Mary; there is no idolatry. If we de-
fine “worship” as adoration of the divine, then we obviously wor-
ship God alone. I’ve yet to meet a Catholic who thinks that Mary 
is God or that she is more powerful than her divine Son.  At the 
Second Council of Nicea in 787, the Church made the important 
distinction between latreia (the worship owed to God alone) and 
doulia (the veneration of saints and images of saints).  There is no 
evil in showing special honor or respect to a great person, nor in 
erecting images in their memory.  No one objects to the statues 
of Washington and Lincoln in our government buildings, nor even 
to statues of Lombardi and Lambeau in Green Bay.  Most people 
keep photos of their deceased loved ones. All the more reason to 
pay honor and respect to those who are rich in what matters the 
most – love of God and neighbor. We should remember their 
example often and allow ourselves to be inspired. In Mary’s case, 
her prophetic words in the Bible tell us, “From this day, all gener-
ations will call me blessed” (Luke 1:48). For 2,000 years, the 
Church has done just that. Not to call her blessed is to be un-
grateful for the amazing things that the Almighty has done in and 
through her. 

Indeed, the stories in Luke 1 show us great honor paid to Mary. 
The very first words from the archangel Gabriel manifest a pro-
found reverence: chaire, kecharitomene – translated normally as 
“Hail, full of grace.” But the participle kecharitomene is in the 
perfect tense, suggesting that she is totally, completely, perfectly 
full of grace – even before she has said “yes” to the angel and 
received Jesus into her womb. Luke doesn’t take the time to 
elaborate upon Mary’s always being free from any stain of sin, 
nor on her constant “yes” to God’s will throughout her life, but 
Gabriel’s deference to her suggests as much. Any other time an-
gels appear in Scripture, they make a formidable impression up-
on the humans they visit. They often begin with the words “Fear 
not!” and are frequently mistaken for God Himself. As pure spir-
its unlimited by any fleshly weakness, they are much more pow-
erful creatures than we are.  But in this case it is the archangel 
who stutters in the presence of the Blessed Virgin. 

The veneration of Mary continues in her visit to Elizabeth. She is 
now the “God-bearer.” She gives a loving home to the eternal 

Word / eternal Son of God in her womb. An unborn John the 
Baptist dances for joy in the presence of the newly conceived 
Christ, and Elizabeth acclaims Mary as “the mother of my 
Lord” (Luke 1:43) and as one who believed that God’s promises 
to her would be fulfilled. Both in the Annunciation and in the 
Visitation, Jesus Christ is at the center – just as the name “Jesus” 
is at the center of the Hail Mary prayer that is so biblical and so 
rich a part of our heritage. All the praise heaped upon Mary in no 
way overshadows the gift of the Word and Savior in her womb. 
Rather, it causes their joy in God’s plan to overflow: “The Al-
mighty has done  great  things  for me;  holy  is  His  
name!”  (Luke 1:49). 

There is a helpful analogy often offered in defense of Catholic 
veneration of Mary (I have no idea who first proposed it). If one 
is in the presence of a great artist and of some of his finest 
paintings, it would be odd and even rude to focus one’s gaze only 
on the artist and to choose to ignore his great paintings, including 
his masterpiece. If one truly wanted to praise the artist, it would 
be appropriate to gaze at his masterpiece and praise him for the 
amazing beauty to be found there. In terms of love of God and 
true holiness, there has never been a masterpiece like Mary! 
How can we not focus our attention on her periodically and sing 
God’s praises? 

We also ask Mary to intercede for us. All genuine prayer is made 
to God the Father, by the prompting and movement of the Holy 
Spirit, and through Christ the Son. Jesus is the “one mediator 
between God and men” (1 Timothy 2:5). When Mary prays for us, 
she, too, prays to the Father, through the Son, and in the Holy 
Spirit. She just does it so much better than the rest of us because 
she is totally, completely full of grace. We all ask our friends to 
pray for us in time of need. Why not ask those who are alive with 
the Lord in heaven – especially Christ’s own mother? 

No human being ever loved Jesus more than Mary. We praise 
God by noticing His handiwork and learning from her. Her deep-
est desire for us is to lead us to Jesus. We cannot go wrong by 
having a tender devotion to her. 

Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their in-
fants at least two months prior to the  anticipated date of  
baptism.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 
website for more  information, to download forms, and to 
see upcoming baptismal class dates. 
 

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebration of 
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 
time of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 
the anticipated date of marriage.  
 

Anointing of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 
been sick for a long period of time should receive the  
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 
of the parish  offices to make arrangements. 

Sacraments 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Parish News 

Stewardship Fair 
St. Mary’s Stewardship Fair is almost here! Join us on June 1-2 
after all Masses in the Narthex and Parish Hall. Discover how you 
can share your talents with our faith community! 

Sacramentos 
¿Preguntas o alguna duda sobre que hacer para prepararse para 
un Sacramento? En la oficina parroquial tenemos la contesta-
ción, pase por la oficina y dialogue con Jessica o Carmen. 

St. Mary’s is Hiring 

Do you have a heart for encouraging and evangelizing families? 
A knack for crossing every "t" and dotting every "i"? A love for 
sharing our Catholic faith? St. Mary's Parish is seeking a part-
time Faith Formation Coordinator. We are looking for an ener-
getic candidate who can support, educate and empower par-
ents as the primary educators of their children's faith by coordi-
nating a unique, family-based catechesis program in addition to 
maintaining sacramental and other necessary records within 
the Faith Formation department. Candidates should be passion-
ate Catholics with fantastic organization and communication 
skills, familiarity with the sacramental preparation process and 
a vision for sharing the Gospel and forming disciples of Jesus. 
Bilingual capability (English and Spanish) is a plus! To apply, 
please e-mail a cover letter and resume 
to JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com or mail to Jacqueline Van 
Hemert, 1812 Lynn Avenue, Altoona, WI 54720. Deadline for 
applications is June 12, 2019. 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, June 1, 4:00p 

Lector D Wogernese 

Servers Z Niedzwiecki, R Semerad 
A. Server M Niedzwiecki 
S. Serve M Niedzwiecki 
Ushers W Liedl, A Tiry, 
 C Tiry, P Connell 
 

Sunday, June 2, 11:00a 
Lector N Hurlburt 

Servers S Black, B Smiskey 
A. Server N Mullenberg 
S. Server N Mullenberg 
Ushers R Smeltzer, R Mullenberg, 
  C Duffy, D Hawker 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $4,505.00 
Youth ........................................... $17.53 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $848.40 
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $5,370.93 
 

Capital Campaign  ..................... $568.00 
Last Week’s Scrip Information 

Amount Sold .......................... $5,205.00 
Thank you! 

 St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Receptionist715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Witnesses for Christ Conference 2019 

You probably have children, relatives and friends who have not 
yet developed a friendship with Jesus and some may not neces-
sarily be interested in pursuing one. You may also feel afraid or 
unsure how to open up a discussion about your own relation-
ship with Christ. Learn simple skills to accompany others on 
their journey to Jesus. This annual Conference is for EVERYONE.  
Conference will be on August 9-10 at Blessed Sacrament Parish, 
located at 130 Losey Blvd S., La Crosse, WI. Cost is $70 by July 
19, $85 by July 30, this includes Friday lunch and buffet, Satur-
day breakfast, lunch and materials. For more information con-
tact Susan Skemp at 608-791-2658 or register online at https://
diolc.org/catechesis/witnesses-for-christ-conference-2019/ 

Amazon Smile Program 

St. Mary’s has some BIG news! We are now part of Amazon 
Smile Program! If you haven't heard of this before, here’s the 
scoop. Every time you shop at Amazon, .5% of your purchase 
goes towards the charity of your choice automatically! All you 
have to do is shop at www.smile.amazon.com and choose your 
charity. We are listed as St. Mary’s Parish in Altoona, WI. You get 
the same prices as the regular Amazon site and if you are a 
prime member, that stays the same too. Just remember to shop 
at the new website and you are automatically helping out our 
Church. Every little bit helps so please utilize this and pass the 
word to your friends/family. Thank you! 

Come, Follow Days 

Girls ages 9-12—Are you interested in having some fun while 
learning about Jesus? Come join the sisters at Mater Redemp-
toris House of Formation this July 1-2, 2019. At 3730 East Ave. 
South La Crosse, WI. Cost $40. Visit www.materredemptoris.org 
for more information and to register. Questions? Contact Sister 
M. Consolata at 608-788-4530 or materredemp-
toris@gmail.com. Registration will remain open until June 24 or 
until spots are filled. 

mailto:JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com


St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, June 1, 6:00p 

Lector P Uhlig 
 

Servers E Frank 
Ushers B & D Sorge 
 

Sunday, June 2, 8:30a 
Lector B Lesniewski 

 M Callaghan, J Bowers, 
  T Fischer 
Servers 
Ushers D Olson, M Quirk 
  J Lesniewski, T Lindgren 
Greeters D & C Fiser 
Counters D Ziemann, E & D Walker St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 

Adults ......................................  $2,486.00 
Youth Envelopes ........................... $13.40 
Plate ............................................ $239.50 
Capital Campaign ........................ $615.00 
Building Fund Envelopes ............... $10.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $3,363.90 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Parish Smartphone App 

Just go to the App Store and download  
MyParish—Catholic Life Every Day onto 
your smartphone or device.  Search for 
St. Mary or St. Raymond Parish. App in-
cludes: Mass times, bulletins and more! 

Parish News 

The PCCW next meeting is 
Thursday, June 13 at 6:30p. All 
women of the parish are invited!  

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

Knights of Columbus 

The Knights of Columbus next 
meeting is Monday, June 10 at 
7:00p. 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

EARN WHILE YOU LEARN 
Want help to be a great parent? 

We’ll mentor and teach you and you'll receive 
 diapers, formula, clothing & much more! 

2600 Stein Blvd. Eau Claire 

715-834-5254 - applepcc.org 

Communion to Homebound 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewel-
in327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a.  

Mass Intentions 
We welcome Mass intention requests, 
but please be patient as our Mass inten-
tion list is now 6 months out. Every Mass 
will be said, and in the order received. 

Hall Rental 
If you would like to rent the Parish Hall 
and/or Kitchen, please contact the parish 
office at 715-877-3400. Needed: a signed 
rental agreement, proof of liability insur-
ance, paid rental fee and deposit. Please 
reserve the hall/kitchen at least 3 months 
in advance. Rental is available to parish 
members only. 

Save the Date 
We will be celebrating our parish anniver-
sary on Sunday, August 25 at 9:30a with 
Bishop Callahan. Plan to attend! 

Baby Bottles for Life 

We will once again be col-
lecting monetary donations in 
support of life, starting on 
Mother’s Day and ending on 
Father’s Day. Baby bottles will 
be in the gathering space for 
you to take and fill with loose 
change. 10% of the funds will 

be given to Apple Crisis Pregnancy Center 
in Eau Claire and the rest to the Eau 
Claire Chapter of Right to Life. Thank you 
for your support! 

Lead the Rosary/Chaplet 

We need additional people to help lead 
the Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
on Sunday mornings 
before the 8:30a Mass. 
Please prayerfully con-
sider helping out with 
this ministry and contact 
Luanne Scheuermann at 
715-835-7818 with any 
questions. Thank you! 

June Anniversary Blessings 

If you will be celebrating your 
wedding Anniversary in June, 
please sign up in the gathering 

space for a special blessing after the 
Masses on June 8 & 9. 

Many Hands Make Light Work 

Thanks to your generous donation to the 
Capital Campaign, we will begin our 
painting and lighting work in the Church 
on Monday, June 24th! To prepare the 
Church for the painters and electricians 
we will need your help right after the 
Mass on Sunday morning, June 23. We 
will need to move 5-6 pews on each side 
of the Church to create room for the lift 
that will be used to reach the ceiling. 
While a group is working on the pews 
another group of parishioners can work 
on moving items from the Church to the 
Parish Hall to create a reverent space to 
hold our Masses and Adoration for the 
next 3 weeks. We will also need people 
with trucks to pick up padded chairs at St. 
Mary’s and bring them to our Parish Hall. 
These chairs will be more comfortable 
and a little quieter to sit on during Mass.  
When we have finished our work that 
morning we will sit down to breakfast 
together. So, with many helpers, we will 
have a little work, and then be able to sit 
down for a lot of food and fellowship! 

Please Mark the Date! 
Sunday, June 23, right after Mass 

Thank you! 




