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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

June 22 through June 30 
Sat., June 22 4:00p SM † Arthur & Philomena Huberty 
  6:00p  SR † Barbara Rockow 
Sun., June 23 8:30a  SR For Fathers of the Parish 
    From the PCCW 
  12:00p SM SM & SR Parishioners 
Mon., June 24 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., June 25 8:00a SR † Gene Pulvermacher 
Wed., June 26  8:00a SM † Loni Sisko 
Thu., June 27 8:00a SR † George Dekan 
  4:00p  Mass at Grace Edgewood 
Fri., June 28 9:00a SM † Robert Gallagher 
Sat., June 29 4:00p SM † Paul C & Clara Bauer 
  6:00p SR † Bob & Phyllis Klees 
Sun., June 30 8:30a SR SM & SR Parishioners 
  11:00a SM † Allen A & Randy J Schwoerer 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention  

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski 

Asking and Receiving 
“The hand of the Lord feeds us; He an-
swers all our needs” (sung as a Psalm Re-
sponse for Psalm 145). To say that God 
“answers” all our needs implies a dynamic 
of asking and receiving. Our free participa-
tion in the process is vitally important. 
Jesus teaches us to depend upon the Fa-
ther, to beg Him for our daily bread. He 
teaches us to seek, to ask, and to knock. 

And when He answers, it is so often by means of the larger com-
munity of Faith. We are not isolated individuals. We are made to 
be dependent upon God and interdependent upon each other, 
freely receiving and freely giving love in imitation of God who is 
an eternal communion of love. 
Our wounded human tendency is to take or grasp or seize when 
we feel an unmet need. We use others and then cast them aside. 
Or we engage in more socially acceptable forms of violence as we 
strive to seize control or manipulate the situation. Perhaps we 
interrupt or raise our voice; we get demanding or demeaning. 
Perhaps we drop hints or posture ourselves, silently hoping that 
the other person will notice and step in. Maybe we punish others 
with the silent treatment. Maybe we are even into a self-
punishing or self-criticizing mode, figuring others will feel sorry 
for us and then will surely give us what our heart is looking for. 
None of these methods work, of course. We feel more empty 
than ever when we try them. None of them involve authentic 
human freedom. 
God always respects that freedom, even when we do not. He 
never forces his love upon us. Rather, he attracts us, arousing 
holy desire within us. When we learn to express that desire by 
seeking and asking, he gladly blesses us and fills us with as much 
as we are capable of receiving at that given moment. Often, we 
are choosing to pretend that we don’t really have emotional and 
spiritual needs. We close off our hearts. God patiently waits until 
we are ready to open up and ask. 
When God does answer our prayers and meet our deepest 
needs, it often comes through chosen human instruments. Is this 
not a theme that runs throughout the Scriptures? God chooses 
small or weak human beings and sends them to accomplish his 
mission: Moses, Gideon, Jeremiah, Samuel, Isaiah, Jonah, David, 
Peter, and Paul. 
In our relationships with others, it is so much healthier (and so 
much more effective) to speak our needs humbly and truthfully – 
and then to remember that the other person is free to say “yes” 
or “no” to helping us with that need. Perhaps we need a listening 
ear, some encouraging words, a comforting presence, some in-
struction amidst our confusion, a hug, advice, feedback, or  assis-
tance with being accountable. When we humbly name what we 
need help with and ask someone if they would help, so often 
they do. 
If we have learned the wrong lessons in life, asking and receiving 
may prove quite difficult. Our family of origin may have taught us 
(openly or subtly) that it is bad or selfish to ask for help, or that it 
will get you in trouble. Others may have modeled for us that the 
best way to (try to) get needs met is to drop hints or manipulate 
or throw a fit. Or we learned that it’s better not to have any 

needs (as though that is actually possible!). 
Likewise, depending on what we have learned, we may struggle 
in listening with true empathy, attuning to others’ genuine 
needs, and respecting their freedom. Our families (and our 
churches) are often places in which people barge in to fix other 
people’s problems. It’s so much easier than facing our own pain 
or sitting with the pain of the other person. Not all things need to 
be fixed. We can easily rush in with unsolicited advice or an en-
tire plan of life, when the person really just needs someone to 
listen or encourage or accompany. 
We can watch our words. How often do we find ourselves saying 
“You need to…” or “You should…”? Is that really for us to decide? 
And have we learned to wait upon the Lord? Those who fre-
quently say “You need to…” often have difficulty articulating their 
own  personal  needs. They tend to avoid  their  own  emptiness 
by rushing in to “serve” others – whether those others desire it 
or not! 
Desire is key here. Even in those moments when we may see 
with great clarity what other people really need, if they do not 
desire it, they will not be able to receive. They are not yet ready. 
God waits for them to be ready. Hopefully we can learn to imi-
tate his patience! 
I think of the times in which I have been truly helped in my 
needs. Far from stealing away my desire or freedom, the other 
person helped me become more fully aware of what was really 
going on, of what my heart most deeply needed and desired. I 
was then free to ask for help and receive it. We often cannot 
“figure out” our needs. We learn them in healthy relationships, 
healthy community. Those relationships and that community are 
healthy precisely because they respect our human dignity and 
freedom and bring out the best in us. They are willing to walk 
with us and resist the urge to “fix” us. 
The wisest and most mature Christians that I know have learned 
this skill of humbly stating a need and asking others for help. 
They have learned the beauty of receiving love and support from 
God and others, and are that much more effective and generous 
in freely giving it to others in need.  May our parishes be filled 
with people who do the same! 
Read more at Father’s blog: www.abideinlove.com 

Baptism: Parents should request the baptism of their in-
fants at least two months prior to the  anticipated date of  
baptism.  A class for parents is required. See your parish 
website for more  information, to download forms, and to 
see upcoming baptismal class dates. 
 

Marriage: Couples who want to request the  celebration of 
the Sacrament of Marriage should contact the pastor at the 
time of formal  engagement or at least six months prior to 
the anticipated date of marriage.  
 

Anointing of the Sick: Those who are seriously ill or have 
been sick for a long period of time should receive the  
Sacrament of the Sick and Holy  Communion. Please call one 
of the parish  offices to make arrangements. 

Sacraments 



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Parish News 

Prayer Chain 
To add a name or prayer intentions to the prayer chain, please 
email Janet Fox at generalbook@charter.net or by phone calling 
715-529-1587. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Tuesdays, 5:00-9:00p. “Could you not watch with me one hour?” 

Sacramentos 
¿Preguntas o alguna duda sobre que hacer para prepararse para 
un Sacramento? ¿Como preparase para una celebración de Misa 
para una quinceañera? En la oficina parroquial tenemos la con-
testación, pase por la oficina y dialogue con Jessica o Carmen.  

Totus Tuus 

Totus Tuus meaning “totally yours” is a Catholic summer pro-
gram dedicated to sharing the Gospel in a way that is fun and 
effective! The goal is to help young people develop their rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ and give themselves entirely to Jesus 
through the hands of his Mother.  
All programs are hosted at St. Mary’s Parish.  
 

Children entering Grades 1-6 
July 29 to August 2, 2019 

9:00a-2:30p 
 

Teens entering Grades 7-12 
July 28 to August 1, 2019 

7:30p-9:30p 
 

Open to all students from any parish in Eau Claire Deanery! 
Register at www.stmarys-altoona.com or contact Jacqueline at 
715-855-1294 ext. 106.  

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, June 29, 4:00p 

Lector J Spalding 

Servers M Wanke, A Leis 
A. Server R Wanke 
S. Serve R Wanke 
Ushers W Liedl, A Tiry, 
 C Tiry, B Webster 
 

Sunday, June 30, 11:00a 
Lector N Hurlburt 

Servers At Ricciardi, D Ricciardi 
A. Server J Fox 
S. Server J Fox 
Ushers D Hawker, T Sykora, 
  F Chukwudelunzu,       
                      R Mullenberg 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $4,342.00 
Youth ........................................... $21.05 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $878.58 
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $5,241.63 
 

Capital Campaign  ..................... $945.00 
Last Week’s Scrip Information 

Amount Sold .......................... $3,095.00 
Thank you! 

St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Receptionist715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer      715-855-1294 , x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Fall Festival 

Save the date! Fall Fest 2019 will be September 28 and 29. We 
are still in need of a few leaders to help plan the event. If you 
are interested, please join us at our next meeting on June 19 at 
6:00p in the Council Room or call Kristi Blackmon at 715-215-
2492. 

Corpus Christi & Anniversary of Priest Ordination 

Corpus Christi is on June 23. Join us at the Bilingual Mass at 
12:00p, Procession at 1:00p, followed by a Potluck meal. Bring 
your favorite dish to share. We will also celebrate the Anniver-
sary Ordination of Fr. Sakowski and Fr. Sedlacek. This is a great 
opportunity to show our appreciation to our Shepherds! 

Notre Dame Parish is Hiring a Music Director 

Notre Dame Parish in Chippewa Falls, WI is seeking a director of 
music to continue the vibrant music program in the parish. This 
is a part time position with negotiable hours. The music director 
should posses knowledge of the principals of Catholic worship 
and will work closely with Pastor and staff to plan liturgies. Re-
sponsibilities include rehearsal and directing the Notre Dame 
Adult Choirs and Children Choir, along with recruiting and coor-
dinating cantors for all weekend and Holy Day Masses. Excellent 
choral directing skills, keyboard skills and organ skills are re-
quired. Please send a cover letter and resume to Fr. Jesse 
Burish by July 17, 2019 at pastor@thechurchofnotredame.org. 

Formed.ORG 

This weekend celebrating the Solemnity of the Body and Blood 
of Christ, we have an opportunity to refresh our belief in and 
devotion to the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist. Check 
out Session 2 of The Symbolon series entitled: The Eucharist. 

Threshold Retreat 

The retreat is for young men entering 
junior or senior year of high school, or 
college, who have considered the Priest-
hood. It consists of three days of prayer, 
conversation and reflections on the 
priesthood as well as plenty of recrea-
tion. July 12-14 at Holy Cross Diocesan 
Center, beginning at 4:00p and conclud-
ing with 10:00a Sunday Mass with Bishop 
Callahan. For more information, call 608-
791-2667 or email vocations@diolc.org. 



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, June 29, 6:00p 

Lector D Sorge 
 

Servers E Frank 
Ushers J Jaenke, K King 
 

Sunday, June 30, 8:30a 
Lector B Lesniewski 

 J Bowers, M Callaghan, 
  M Miller 
Servers 
Ushers T Lindgren, J Lesniewski, 
  B Grzyb, D Olson 
Greeters D & C Fiser 
Counters S & P Barth, R Muller 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ......................................  $3,448.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................. $4.80 
Plate ............................................ $528.50 
Capital Campaign ..................... $2,205.00 
Building Fund Envelopes ............. $230.00 
First Offering ................................. $10.00 
Fuel ............................................... $10.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $6,436.30 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Parish News 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

No Confessions or Adoration 

There will be no Confessions or Adoration 
at St. Raymond’s on Thursday, July 4 due 
to the holiday. 

Early Bulletin Deadline 

Due to the July 4 holiday the deadline for 
bulletin submissions for the July 7 bulletin 
is advanced to June 26. Thank you for 
your help with our early deadline.  

Parish Office Closed 

The parish office will be closed on Thurs-
day, July 4 and Friday, July 5. Please have 
a safe July 4th holiday! 

2019 Fall Festival 

St. Raymond’s Fall Festival will be Sep-
tember 20-22. Start planning now to vol-
unteer and to attend! 

Communion to Homebound 

If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

Prayer Chain 

Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewel-
in327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

  Rosary 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a.  

2019 Fall Festival 

Your Fall Festival tickets are in 
the gathering space. Please pick 
them up and help support your 
festival by selling them to family 

and friends. There are extra tickets on the 
table if you need more. 
We are in need of someone to decorate 
our hall and tent for the festival. Please 
contact Pete Melrose at mel-
rosepete@yahoo.com if you are interest-
ed. Many thanks to Jeni Geisert who has 
done a beautiful job decorating over the 
last many years! 

Baby Bottles for Life 

Our baby bottle campaign has come to an 
end. Thank you for your support of Right 
to Life efforts in our area! Please hand 
your baby bottle filled with loose change, 
to an usher. Thank you for your support! 

An Invitation to the Parish 

Delmar and Fran Travis’ family would like 
to invite their St. Raymond’s family and 
friends to celebrate their 65th wedding 
anniversary! A reception on June 30 will 
follow the Sunday Mass, in the Parish Hall 
until noon. A light lunch will be served. 

Work in the Church 

Thanks to your generous donation to the 
Capital Campaign, we will begin our 
painting and lighting work in the Church 
on Monday, June 24th! Thank you to eve-
ryone who stayed after Mass this week-
end to help make our move to the parish 
hall! Please note that while the painting 
and electrical work are taking place we 
would prefer that no one enter the 
Church because of safety issues. Daily 
and weekend Masses will be taking place 
in the parish hall. Adoration will also be in 
the parish hall and some chairs with 
kneelers will be provided. Please enter 
Church through the main doors or under 
the portico and make your way down 
the hallway. Do Not attempt to enter the 
parish hall doors, so as not to disturb 
those already preparing for Mass. The 
parish hall doors will be locked. During 
the next few weeks the library will be 
used as the priest sacristy and confes-
sional and will be unavailable to check 
out books. We are sorry for this incon-
venience. We will be making every 
attempt to make the parish hall comfort-
able and reverent for Mass during the 
next few weeks. Please let the office or 
maintenance staff know if there is any-
thing you may need during this time. 

Save the Date 

We will be celebrating our parish anniver-
sary on Sunday, August 25 at 9:30a with 
Bishop Callahan. Please plan to attend! 

Build Up Father/Son Bonds 

The 2019 Men of the Cross 
conference theme is The 
Father’s Way. A special 
rate is being offered for 
Father-Son attendees. Held 
in La Crosse on Saturday, 
October 26, this year’s 
keynote speaker will be 

Steve Ray, a dynamic convert sure to en-
gage men of all ages. For more details 
and to register, go to menofthecross.org. 



Dennis and Pauline Meyer 

Dennis and Pauline were married at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Eau Claire  
on April 15, 1948 and are blessed with 2 children, Shirley and Michael.  

They joined St. Mary’s Parish in 1957. 
 

The pictures above are from their 70th wedding anniversary that was celebrated in 2018. 
Congratulations Dennis and Pauline. Your many years of marriage are an inspiration to us all! 

In honor of Dennis and Pauline, their family purchased a credence table for St. Mary’s sanctuary. 
 

Thank you for the beautiful gift! 


