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Welcome to the Catholic Parishes of

ST. MARY& ST. RAYMOND

OF PEÑAFORT

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time | July 14, 2019
Weekly Mass Schedule
July 13 through July 21
4:00p SM
Paul C & Clara Bauer
6:00p SR
8:30a SR
Priest Intention
11:00a SM
† Franc Vogrinec
1:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
——— No Mass ———
8:00a SR
† Neil Russeau
8:00a SM
† Lois Casper
8:00a SR
† Brian Pipkorn
11:00a
Mass at Oakwood Villa
9:00a SM
† Jo Ann LeMere
4:00p SM
† Anton Liedl
6:00p SR
SR & SM Parishioners
8:30a SR
† Eugene Erdman
11:00a SM
† Jackie Johnson
1:00p SM
Priest Intention

Sat., July 13
Sun., July 14

Mon., July 15
Tue., July 16
Wed., July 17
Thu., July 18
Fri., July 19
Sat., July 20
Sun., July 21

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday
Saturday

7:00–9:00p
10:00a–12:00p

SR
SM

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715-855-1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715-855-1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Rectory: 715-514-5113

Tuesday
Thursday

5:00–9:00p
5:00–10:00p

SM
SR

Bulletin Submission Deadline
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.
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Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Healing of our Memory
Many of us go through life carrying heavy
burdens from our past. Maybe we cannot
shake off shame and regret over our sins
and failings. Maybe we struggle to believe
that anyone would actually love us for
who we are. Maybe we keep clinging to
bitterness and resentment towards those
who harmed us. Maybe we find ourselves
never truly trusting anyone, never letting
anyone get too close, tightly guarding our innermost self. If so,
over time, we will come to feel ever more alone, misunderstood,
and unloved.
The saddest aspect of these burdens is that they prevent us from
trusting and surrendering to God as a loving Father, placing ourselves totally into His loving hands, and truly obeying Him in
Faith. I have always loved the surrender prayer of Blessed Charles
de Foucauld, although my heart usually clutches as I pray it. I
encourage you to pray it now, and gently notice the lines that
you find difficult:
Father,
I abandon myself
into Your hands;
do with me what you will.
For whatever You may do I thank you.
I am ready for all,
I accept all.
Let only Your will be done in me
as in all Your creatures.
I wish no more than this, O Lord.
Into Your hands
I commend my soul.
I offer it to You
with all the love of my heart.
For I love You, my God,
and so need to give myself,
to surrender myself
into Your hands,
without reserve,
and with boundless confidence,
for You are my Father.
What a challenging prayer! But in reality, it is just a variation of
the prayer that Jesus taught us. We are so familiar with the Our
Father that we sometimes forget how radical the requests are!
Why is it so hard to surrender ourselves into the hands of a loving Father? He knows our hearts better than we do ourselves. His
providence is so much more trustworthy and reliable than our
own flimsy foresight. He is totally in charge of our past, present,
and future.
But there is the challenge! If God the Father was Lord of my past,

that means that He willed for me to be harmed in those ways.
And if he willed such a painful past for me, then surely it’s just a
matter of time before He will harm me again in the future… Blasphemous thoughts, you say? If we tell the unfiltered truth, most
of us will admit that we have often felt that way.
The unhealed pain of our past fills us with anxiety and fear of our
future. It also causes ongoing pain in our present, as we
“overreact” to everyday situations that keep poking at old
wounds. Well-meaning Christian friends urge us to “move on,”
“forgive and forget,” and “leave the past in the past.” But that is
not how human memory works!
Our memory is a marvelous and mysterious gift. Without it we do
not know who we are. We’ve all seen TV shows or films in which
one of the characters develops amnesia. Disconnected from their
past, they are disoriented in the present, and incapable of knowing who they are.
“Memory” translates the Latin word memoria and the Greek
word anamnesis. Both words have a strong sense of
“mindfulness” in the present – not just dredging up the past.
From our Jewish fathers in the Faith we have inherited a sense of
“remembering” holy events like the Passover in a way that makes
those events present here and now. Every Catholic Mass prays an
anamnesis prayer that calls to mind saving events both past and
future: the suffering, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus,
as well as his coming again in glory. We enter God’s eternal
memory and the healing it brings.
Memory is the root of our identity. Memory is what makes the
virtue of Hope possible. The more integrated our memory of the
past, the more our hearts can expand in a deep desire for eternal
life – not merely as a future reality, but as something substantial
that is ever growing in the present moment. For the Saints, the
joy and peace of the Kingdom is present in every moment of surrender to the Father’s will. They become the Kingdom, visibly
abiding in our midst.
I recently returned from my annual retreat. I was blown away by
my reading of Wilfrid Stinnissen’s book Into Your Hands, Father.
It spoke deeply to my desire to surrender to God the Father and
be blessed by Him. I wept over the pages about surrendering our
past and allowing it to be healed by God.
Stinnissen makes a shocking claim: “We receive a completely
new past.” As you allow your wounds to be touched by the
wounds of Jesus – especially in the Eucharist – “the healing goes
back into time and transforms the very moment when you were
hurt into a moment of grace.”
How is that possible, you ask? Surely you cannot change the past!
True. The past no longer exists. But our memory of the past
abides, and is often laden with lies. It is partial and fragmented
and distorted. It needs to be taken up into the fullness of God’s
eternal love and truth.

Sacraments
Baptism, Marriage and Anointing of the Sick: If you are
seeking one of theses sacraments, please call one of the parish offices to make arrangements.
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Lost and Found
Please check items in the Lost and Found box and the coat rack
located in the main hallway entrance. On July 31, items remaining in the box will be donated to charity.
Communion to Homebound
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy
Communion brought to them, please contact Carla Kostka at 715
-225-7419.
Elizabeth Ministry
To add a name, due date/birth date, request a meal, or to volunteer, please call Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048.
Sacramentos
¿Preguntas o alguna duda sobre que hacer para prepararse para
un Sacramento? ¿Cuánto tiempo toma cada preparación? En la
oficina parroquial tenemos la contestación, pase y dialogue con
Jessica o Carmen para la información necesaria y correcta.

Small Group Leaders Needed for Teens in Confirmation. Are
you terrified of teaching the faith in front of a large group?
Then you might be qualified to be a small group leader! We’re
looking for a few people who are not good at talking about
faith or answering tough questions, but instead are caring, good
listeners and faithful Catholics who can help a group of 5-7
teens as they prepare for Confirmation. Training and materials
provided. Commitment is 2 Wednesday evenings a month. Contact Aaron Schuh at 715-379-4012.
Teens, you're invited to the Summer of Service! Volunteer at
the Community Table on July 19th. 3-7p with an activity to follow afterwards. Contact Jacqueline at 715-855-1294 ext. 106.

Fall Festival
Save the date! Fall Fest 2019 will be September 28 and
29. We are still in need of a few leaders to help plan the
event. If you are interested, please join us at our next
meeting on July 17 at 6:00p in the Council Room or call Kristi
Blackmon at 715-215-2492.

Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus wishes to thank all St. Mary’s
parishioners who participated in their first Red Cross
Blood drive on Friday, June 21.
French Toast Social this Sunday, June 14. The Knights of Columbus will honor Harry Boehm on his 103rd birthday, plus, celebrate many parish couples July wedding anniversaries.

St. Mary’s & St. James Preschool
Looking for a faithbased preschool program for your young
child? Openings remain for our Monday/
Wednesday 3 year old preschool program at St. Mary’s Elementary in Altoona.
If you would like more information,
please call St. Mary’s School office at 715
-830-2278 with any questions, you can
also visit www.regiscatholicschools.com.

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults .....................................$6,768.00
Teens/Children ...........................$56.50
Offertory (Plate) ........................$828.47
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $7,652.97
Capital Campaign .....................$766.22
Last Week’s Scrip Information
Amount Sold ..........................$2,980.00
Thank you!

Silver Rose
We want to make sure you are aware of a wonderful opportunity to pray together for respect for human life, the spiritual renewal of each nation, and for the advancement of the message
of Our Lady of Guadalupe. You can do so by coming to the
“Silver Rose” prayer event at St. Mary’s on Friday, July 26, at
7:30p.
Each year, the global Knights of Columbus organization conducts its Silver Rose campaign . Pilgrim routes are set up from
Canada to Mexico, as the rose travels from stop to stop. This
year, St. Mary’s has been chosen as one of the pilgrimage sites.
Please consider coming with your family to join together in this
special prayer opportunity on Friday, July 26.

Formed.ORG
Is Morality Relative? Formed.org provides an answer to that
question in “Who am I to Judge?” Session 1-Don’t impose your
morality on me! Check out this engaging study on Formed.org.

St. Mary’s Parish Staff

Liturgical Ministers

Parish Receptionist715-855-1294, x 100

Saturday, July 20, 4:00p

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time)

Lector

M Hanson

Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers

R Semerad, A Leis
D Wogernese
D Wogernese
W Liedl, M Kloss,
P Connell

Jessica Ferrer
715-855-1294, x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com

Office Manager
Bonnie Firkus
715-855-1294, x 146
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Jacqueline Van Hemert 414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com

Maintenance
Mike Marcon
715-855-1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com
St. Mary’s School
715-830-2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

Sunday, July 21, 11:00a
Lector

J Nyberg

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers

C Chilson, T Chilson
J Bechly
J Bechly
M Chilson, D Hawker,
A Ricciardi, D Kamrowski
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Raising a Catholic Family

Knights of Columbus Scholarship
The Knights of Columbus is taking applications for $500 scholarships in higher
education. See the website for details.
Communion to Homebound
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715-225-7419.
Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to
Elaine Welin via
email:
ewelin327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at
715-286-5171.
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a.
Mass Intentions
We welcome Mass intention requests,
but please be patient as our Mass intention list is now 6 months out. Every Mass
will be said, and in the order received.
Augustine Institute Book Rack
Looking for inspirational and spiritual
material? Take advantage of the books,
booklets and CD’s available in the gathering space at up to 78% off retail price.
Understand, live and share your faith
with a good Catholic book or listen to a
Catholic CD this summer. Learn about the
sacraments, Church teachings and more!

We will be celebrating our
parish anniversary on Sunday,
August 25 at 9:30a with Bishop Callahan. Mass will be celebrated at 9:30a instead of
8:30a that morning. Immediately after
Mass we will be sharing a grilled chicken
dinner in the parish hall. God willing, we
will also be retiring our building debt.

In today's culture it is difficult to raise a
strong Catholic family. Join us for the
14th Annual conference at the Shrine of
Our Lady of Guadalupe in La Crosse, Wisconsin on July 26 & 27, 2019. Our speakers include, Dr. Robert Royal, the founder
and president of the Faith & Reason Institute in Washington, D.C., editor-in-chief
of “The Catholic Thing," and frequent
EWTN guest; Cathy Ruse, who has devoted her professional career to promoting
the dignity of the human person. Her
professional experience spans the fields
of communication, public policy, and
law; Austin Ruse a conservative political
activist, journalist and author. He is the
longtime president of the Center for Family and Human Rights, also known as CFAM, a New York and Washington, DCbased research institute/think tank focusing on international law and policy related to life and family; and keynote address
by His Eminence Raymond Leo Cardinal
Burke. For more information visit:
www.queenoftheamericasguild.org.

Liturgical Ministers
Saturday, July 20, 6:00p
Lector
Servers
Ushers

P Uhlig
K Pfaff, B Sorge
B Lesniewski
J Lesniewski, B Sorge

Sunday, July 21, 8:30a
Lector
Servers
Ushers
Greeters
Counters

T Falbo
N Falbo, L Hinrichs, T Fischer
E Falbo, K & A Burmesch
D Olson, T Lindgren,
M Miller, B Grzyb
D & C Fiser
P Gentry, R Muller,
D Ziemann

Advertiser of the Week

2019 Fall Festival
Your Fall Festival tickets are in
the gathering space. Please pick
them up and help support your
festival by selling them to family
and friends. There are extra tickets on the
table if you need more.
We are in need of someone to decorate
our hall and tent for the festival. Please
contact
Pete
Melrose
at
melrosepete@yahoo.com .

Pro-Life Teen Camp
The Eau Claire County Chapter of Wisconsin Right to Life is offering to pay the
$400 registration fee for up to four teens
to attend the Life Summer Camp in Green
Lake, WI, August 4-9. The Camp is for
teens who want to learn more about the
pro-life movement, and have a lot of
fun! Please call (715) 832-4705 by July
22. to take advantage of this offer.

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff
Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715-877-3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-533-0629
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Diocesan Annual Appeal
Endurance in Hope
Thank you to everyone who has helped
with this year’s annual appeal. For the
third straight year, we have raised funding exceeding the $6.1 million mark. The
Diocesan Annual Appeal is how we, as a
diocesan community, fund our commitment to do our part of fulfilling Christ’s
mission for the Church. The good works
continue; how we live out the Gospel is in
part through the appeal.
As Henri
Nouwen said, “Fundraising is a very concrete way to help the kingdom of God
come about.” Thank you to all parish
leaders who continue to promote this
vital ministry. Remember to keep developing this ministry, as it is our community’s largest source of funding for our
charitable works and ministries.

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715-492-9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz
507-828-9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

Priest-in-Residence
Fr. John Schultz
715-271-0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults...................................... $2,868.00
Youth Envelopes ............................. $2.00
Plate ............................................ $263.50
Capital Campaign ..................... $1,806.67
Holy Day.......................................... $5.00
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $4,945.17

St. Mary’s Knights of Columbus - Family of the Month

June 2019 Family of the Month:
Our Lady of Guadalupe Counsel of St Mary’s would like to announce
that Geoff and Ashley Wolterstorff and their sons; Jackson, J.P., Garrett
and George have been named as Family of the Month for June.
They have been members of St Mary’s since 2000. Geoff is an active 4th degree Knights of Columbus member. He also assists as usher for Mass and volunteers at the annual K of C Tootsie Roll
fundraiser. He is a regular at weekly adoration at St Patrick’s Parish and is active in several other
men’s groups. Ashley is involved in many parish/school activities such as the school uniform
drive, pancake breakfasts, library aid and classroom volunteer. She was also the Chair of the St
Mary’s Fall Festival for 3 years. She was the Family Faith Coordinator last year at St Mary’s and
works in the office at Regis High School. Their 4 boys have been active as Altar Servers for both
the weekend and school Masses and Jackson has been a Eucharistic Minister at almost every
school mass at Regis in the last several years.
The Knights thank the Wolterstorff family for their great service to our parish and their
example of Catholic faith. May God bless them!

