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Welcome to the Catholic Parishes of

ST. MARY& ST. RAYMOND

OF PEÑAFORT

Seventeenth Sunday In Ordinary Time | July 28, 2019
Weekly Mass Schedule
July 27 through August 4
4:00p SM
† Virginia Polenz
6:00p SR
† David Miller
8:30a SR
Children of
Mike & Darlene Klobucar
11:00a SM
†
1:00p SM
SM & SR Parishioners
11:15a SM
† Loni Sisko
8:00a SR
† Roland Guntner & Family
11:15a SM
† Bernice Brantner
11:15a SM
† Marvin Schneider
8:00a SR
† Janet Hart & Family
10:30a
Mass at Augusta NH
11:15a SM
† Harold & Ioan Datka
2:00p
Mass at The Classic
11:15a SM
† Philip Pemble
9:00a SM
† Stephen & Cherie Boley
4:00p SM
† Anton & Doris Liedl
6:00p SR
Priest Intention
8:30a SR
† Harold & Frances Bohl
11:00a SM
† Carl Thurner
1:00p SM
Priest Intention

Sat., July 27
Sun., July 28

Mon., July 29
Tue., July 30
Wed., July 31
Thu., Aug. 1

Fri., Aug. 2
Sat., Aug. 3

Sun., Aug. 4

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday
Saturday

Pastor

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Derek Sakowski
715-855-1294 ext. 101

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek
715-855-1294 ext. 140

frsakowski@gmail.com

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com

Rectory: 715-514-5113

7:00–9:00p
10:00a–12:00p

SR
SM

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration
Tuesday
Thursday

5:00–9:00p
5:00–10:00p

SM
SR

Bulletin Submission Deadline
Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office by
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you.

FORMED.ORG Parish Code: JR6NZW  The Catholic Faith. On Demand.

Vol. 4 • No. 30

Reflections from Fr. Derek Sakowski
Healing of our Imagination
Of all our human faculties, our imagination
is perhaps the most powerful. Imagination
sparks every moment of human greatness.
Without particularly imaginative individuals, we would never have arrived at modern marvels such as the lunar landing or
the polio vaccine. Personally, I am even
more amazed at some of the prehistoric
human discoveries: the writing down of
human speech, the singing of songs, the
riding of horses, and, yes, even the brewing of beer. Without a
lively human imagination, none of those would have happened.
Unfortunately, the best also becomes the worst. Human imagination, when cleverly or deviously misdirected, has spawned some
of our ugliest moments: the Holocaust, terrorist attacks, human
trafficking, and the multi-billion dollar pornography industry.
Indeed, pick any addiction you like, and you will find fantasy
thinking frequently at work. The addict, in his desire to numb his
pain or fulfill his unmet human needs, will find himself fantasizing
about his drug of choice. He imagines how amazing it will be if
only he has a drink, makes a new purchase, eats his favorite
snack, and so forth. The promised pleasure quickly gives way to
emptiness, disappointment, and shame.
The human experience of disillusionment is universal to our fallen condition. We all know the feeling of a failed fantasy. Consider the clichés of the greener grass or the pot of gold at the end of
the rainbow. Lured by fantasies, we easily eject ourselves from
the good things of the present moment and chase after illusions
– whether in our relationships, our career, or our leisure activities.
It is for good reason that Aristotle once declared that the products of our imagination “are for the most part false.” For every
one brilliant burst of imagination, there are myriads of missteps.
Thomas Aquinas compares and contrasts human imagination
with animal imagination. We both have the capacity to form
mental impressions of pleasant sights and sounds and smells – or
nasty ones – and we seek or avoid them accordingly. Not only
that, we both form connections between one mental impression
and another. These mental connections cause the dog to get excited at the words “dog park” just as they cause the child to get
excited at the words “ice cream.” Hunted animals learn to recognize the presence of predators and avoid them. Children learn
not to touch things that are pointy or hot, and they quickly avoid
uncles who offer to play “52 pickup.”
Humans, however, can do something animals cannot do. We can
take one mental image and pair it up with other seemingly unrelated images. Thomas gives the example of combining “gold” and
“mountain” to envision mountains made of gold.
This powerful human capacity to imagine new possibilities points
towards God’s perfection, particularly his infinity and his creativity. He alone is truly infinite, having no limits whatsoever. He
alone truly “creates,” making something out of nothing. Yet in his
abundant goodness he wills us to share in his infinity and to
share in his creativity. Imagination plays a particularly important
role, whether for good or evil. We share in God’s own creativity
when we allow our imagination to be ordered to all that is good
and true and beautiful.
By contrast, we rupture our relationships when we employ our
imagination to create our own version of reality, totally independent of God. Recall how the devil tempted Adam and Eve by
appealing to their imagination: “You will be like gods!” Instead of
receiving from God and surrendering to his plan, they seize and

grasp and “create” their own version of truth, goodness, and
beauty.
How is our imagination healed and sanctified? Jesus offers answers.
“Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God” (Matthew
5:8). When we Americans hear these words (Puritans that we
are) we often think of sexual purity. But the deeper meaning
here is an undivided heart, consecrated entirely to God. If we
have a fragmented and unsanctified imagination, we will feel
pulled in a million directions. As we allow our imagination to be
sanctified, a true vision emerges: both of God and of ourselves.
This slow and steady sanctification is particularly important if we
have struggled with addictive behaviors. In that case, our brain
has formed habitual associations between mental images (sights,
sounds, smells, etc.). We can easily be triggered. Indeed, the
most deviously imaginative advertisers deliberately market their
products so that users will be constantly reminded of them and
feel the urge without even realizing it.
But there is hope. Ancient and medieval wisdom tell us that bad
habits can be reshaped into virtues. Contemporary brain science
tells us about brain plasticity. It turns out that you can teach old
dogs new tricks – at least if they want to learn, and if they are
patient and consistent. There are two main ways of purifying and
sanctifying our fragmented imagination: regular “exercise” and
regular prayer.
In terms of “exercise,” there are any number of regular activities
that flex the muscles of our imagination in life-giving ways that
correspond to our God-given heart: art, crafts, writing, poetry,
music, cooking, hospitality, computer programming, etc. The
unique gifts vary from person to person. We have to ask which
ones truly cause us to feel like a child of God, which ones make
our heart sing.
In terms of prayer, done well and done consistently, it truly engages all our faculties, including our imagination – allowing God’s
grace to soak in and transform us. What kinds of prayer work
well? There are many possibilities, but two tried-and-true ones
are Lectio Divina and a daily Examen. I look forward to discussing
those more in the weeks ahead!
Read more at Father’s blog: www.abideinlove.com

Diocese of La Crosse
Guidelines for Reporting Instances of Child Abuse
The Diocese of La Crosse, through its policies and procedures, seeks to provide a prompt, appropriate and compassionate response to reporters of
sexual abuse of a child by any diocesan agent (employee, volunteers, vendors, religious or clergy). Anyone wishing to make a report of an allegation
of sexual abuse should send that report to the Most Reverend William Patrick Callahan, Bishop of La Crosse, at the Diocese of La Crosse, P.O. Box
4004, La Crosse, WI 54602-4004. Alternatively, you can contact Mrs. Karen
Becker, Victim Assistance Ministry, 608-519-8002 or kbecker@cclse.org.
The reporting form is available through the Diocese of La Crosse Office of
the Vicar for Clergy or on the diocesan website at: www.diolc.org . Individuals are also encouraged to take their reports directly to civil authorities.
Copies of the diocesan policy are available through your local parish and on
the diocesan website. If you have any questions about the Diocese of La
Crosse and the implementation of the Charter for the Protection of Children
and Young People, please contact Teresa Brown, Diocese of La Crosse, at
(608) 791-2679; or tbrown@diolc.org

Saint Mary’s Parish
Parish News

Family Faith Formation

Early Bulletin Deadline
Deadline for the August 11 bulletin will be Monday, July 29.
Thank you for your help with this early deadline!
Masses Canceled
There will be no daily Mass on Wednesday, July 31 or on Friday,
August 2. There will be a Totus Tuus Mass on both of these dates
at 11:15a.
Feast of the Assumption
Thursday, August 15 is the feast day of the Assumption of Mary.
This is a holy day of obligation. Mass is at 9:00a.

Will you pray for us? Totus Tuus is happening this week!
Please commit to praying a rosary or even a memorare a day
for all of the kids, teens, leaders and chaperones as they grow
closer to Jesus through Mary!

Fall Festival
Save the date! Fall Fest 2019 will be September 28 & 29. We are
still in need of a few leaders to help plan the event. If you are
interested, please call Kristi Blackmon at 715-215-2492.
Your Fall Fest Raffle Tickets are available to pick up in the Narthex. We are asking that each family sell or purchase a minimum
of ten raffle tickets.

St. Mary’s Council Luncheon - Ladies, come and see what
the Parish Council of Catholic Women Board has planned
for the next year. After Mass on August 4 we will have
schedules available and a time for questions and answers. Food
will be provided so come and enjoy the friendships made with
your Catholic Community of Ladies.

Knights of Columbus
Our upcoming Knights of Columbus meeting will be August 5, 2019. Meeting will be held in the Conference
Room, starting at 6:00p for a first degree ceremony.

Looking for a faithbased preschool program for your young
child? Openings remain for our Monday/
Wednesday 3 year old preschool program
at St. Mary’s Elementary in Altoona. If
you would like more information, please
call St. Mary’s School office at 715-8302278 with any questions. You can also
visit www.regiscatholicschools.com.

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults .....................................$5,208.00
Teens/Children .........................$133.10
Offertory (Plate) ........................$750.76
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $6,091.86
Capital Campaign ..................$2,280.00
Last Week’s Scrip Information
Amount Sold ..........................$4,860.00
Thank you!

St. Mary’s has some wonderful volunteers who work behind the
scenes to keep our Church clean for sacred worship! Here are
even more devoted volunteers that offer their time quietly and
generously. Cleaning pews, floors, windows and straightening
items.
Kathy Koopmann
Maryjo Frank
They deserve our thanks and gratitude for their humble service
to our Parish!
If you would like to volunteer to help with the gift of service,
please call your parish office.

Pilgrimage to Guatemala

Parish Council of Catholic Women

St. Mary’s Elementary School

Volunteer Church Cleaners

Join Fr. Tom Lindner on Pilgrimage to Guatemala for the Dec. 7
Beatification of Brother James Miller. James Miller was born
into a family of farmers near Stevens Point on Sept. 21, 1944,
attended Pacelli High School, and joined the De La Salle Christian Brothers in 1959. He served as a missionary in Nicaragua
and then Guatemala, where he was shot and killed by 3 hooded
men on Feb. 13, 1982, during the Guatemala’s civil war. Pope
Francis decreed that he died a martyr for the Faith and has set
his beatification for Dec. 7, 2019 in Huehuetenango, Guatemala. For details on this extraordinary pilgrimage with Fr. Tom
Lindner, visit https://www.ctscentral.net/trips/guatemala/
beatification-pilgrimage-to-guatemala/.

St. Mary’s Parish Staff

Liturgical Ministers

Parish Recptionist715-855-1294, x 100

Saturday, August 3, 4:00p

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time)

Lector

M Hanson

Servers
A. Server
S. Serve
Ushers

Z Niedzwiecki, L Frank
M Niedzwiecki
M Niedzwiecki
W Liedl, P Connell,
M Kloss

Jessica Ferrer
715-855-1294, x 108
 stmarypar@gmail.com

Office Manager
Bonnie Firkus
715-855-1294, x 146
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Jacqueline Van Hemert 414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com
RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s)
Jacqueline Van Hemert
414-698-6040
 JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com

Maintenance
Mike Marcon
715-855-1294, x 141
 mjmmarcon@hotmail.com
St. Mary’s School
715-830-2278
Carisa Smiskey, Principal

Sunday, August 4, 11:00a
Lector

J Satnik

Servers
A. Server
S. Server
Ushers

A Rosener, R Hadt
D Wogernese
D Wogernese
F Chukwudelunzu, T Sykora,
D Hawker, D Kamrowski

St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish
Parish News

2019 Fall Festival

Feast of the Assumption

Masses Canceled
There will be no daily Mass on Tuesday,
August 6 and Thursday, August 8, Tuesday, August 13 and Thursday, August 15.
Parish Office Closed
The parish office will be closed the week
of August 5 through August 9.
Early Bulletin Deadline
Deadline for the August 11 bulletin will
be Monday, July 29. thank you for your
help with this early deadline!
Communion to Homebound
If you know of someone who is homebound and would like Holy Communion
brought to them, please contact Carla
Kostka at 715-225-7419.
Rosary
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary
are prayed before Mass on Sunday mornings beginning at 7:50a.
Mass Intentions
We welcome Mass intention requests,
but please be patient as our Mass intention list is now 6 months out. Every Mass
will be said, and in the order received.
Augustine Institute Book Rack
Understand, live and share your faith
with a good Catholic book or listen to a
Catholic CD this summer. Take advantage
of the books, booklets and CD’s available
on the rack in the hallway, at up to 78%
off retail price. Offered by the PCCW.

The summer is going by quickly
and it is time to think about how
you will be part of the Fall Festival! Start practicing for the variety show, shop for items to put in a Silent
Auction basket, or make crafts or preserves to sell at the Country Store!
Volunteer Sign Up: Sign Ups are now in
the gathering space. You can also sign up
to help by going online at https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080F44A9AA2DABFA7-2019.
Festival Raffle Tickets: Please pick up
your Fall Festival tickets in the gathering
space. Extra tickets are available.
Decorating: We are in need of someone
to decorate our hall and tent for the festival. Please contact Pete Melrose at melrosepete@yahoo.com .
Variety Show: Start practicing your talent and be part of the variety show! Sign
up in the gathering space or online at
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080f44a9aa2dabfa7-variety1.
Silent Auction Baskets: Help with the
Silent Auction by putting together a basket! Gather items in a theme or offer
some of your time or talent, like hosting a
party or baking desserts throughout the
year. Please help make our festival a success by volunteering your time and talent
in one or more of these areas!

Thursday, August 15 is the feast day of
the Assumption of Mary. This is a holy
day of obligation. Mass is at 7:00p.

Liturgical Ministers

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff

Saturday, August 3, 6:00p
Lector
Servers
Ushers

A Christ
J Campbell
A Christ, T Starks

Sunday, August 4, 8:30a
Lector

Servers
Ushers
Greeters
Counters

P Uhlig
M Callaghan, N Falbo,
J Quirk
E, I & J Frank
B Grzyb, J Lesniewski,
P Quirk, B Severinski
T & S Mayer
T & S Mayer, M Burmesch

Advertiser of the Week

Parish Secretary
Julie Graaskamp
715-877-3400
 straymondparish@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Bonnie Firkus
715-533-0629
 bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation
Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840
 macallaghan115@gmail.com

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM)
Sydney Alexander
715-828-1687
 sydneyalexander94@gmail.com

Maintenance
Robert Grzyb
715-492-9677
 autobobs@outlook.com

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM)
Alecia Plaetz
507-828-9320
 plaetza@gmail.com

Priest-in-Residence
Fr. John Schultz
715-271-0018
 schultzjohna@gmail.com

Save the Date
We will be celebrating our
parish anniversary on Sunday,
August 25 at 9:30a with Bishop Callahan. Mass will be celebrated at 9:30a instead of
8:30a that morning. Immediately after
Mass we will be sharing a grilled chicken
dinner in the parish hall. God willing, we
will also be retiring our building debt.

Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus is taking applications for $500 scholarships in higher education.
Forms are available in the gathering space or on our website.

Prayer Chain
Please submit any prayer requests to Elaine Welin via
email: ewelin327@gmail.com
or call Diane Walker at 715286-5171.

Parish Council of Catholic Women
The PCCW will hold its next
meeting on Thursday, August 8
at 6:30p in the library. All ladies
of the Parish are invited to
attend.

Witness for Christ Conference
Would you like to grow in your relationship with Christ? Do you have friends
who have not yet engaged in a friendship
with Jesus? Come to the Witnesses for
Christ Conference, August 9-10 at Blessed
Sacrament Parish, La Crosse, to learn simple skills to accompany others on their
journey to Jesus. Go to www.diolc.org/
witness for details, downloadable brochure for mail-in registration or online.

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week
Adults...................................... $3,017.00
Youth Envelopes ........................... $30.50
Plate ............................................ $286.50
Capital Campaign ..................... $4,720.00
Building Fund Envelopes............... $40.00
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $8,094.00

