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Pastor 

Fr. Derek Sakowski 
715-855-1294 ext. 101 
frsakowski@gmail.com 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 
715-855-1294 ext. 140 

frdanielsedlacek@gmail.com 

Rectory: 715-514-5113 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
  

August 3 through August 11 
Sat., Aug. 3 9:00a SM † Stephen & Cherie Boley  
  4:00p SM † Anton & Doris Liedl 
  6:00p  SR Priest Intention 
Sun., Aug. 4 8:30a  SR † Harold & Frances Bohl 
  11:00a SM † Carl Thurner 
  1:00p SM Priest Intention 
Mon., Aug. 5 ——— No Mass ——— 
Tue., Aug. 6 ——— No Mass ——— 
Wed., Aug. 7  ——— No Mass ——— 
Thu., Aug. 8 ——— No Mass ——— 
Fri., Aug. 9 ——— No Mass ——— 
Sat. Aug. 10 4:00p SM Priest Intention  
  6:00p SR † Brian Bement 
Sun., Aug. 11 8:30a SR Priest Intention 
  11:00a SM † Bruce Murray 
  1:00p SM † John & Marilyn Rindo  
                        & Family  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

 Thursday 7:00–9:00p SR 
 Saturday  10:00a–12:00p   SM 

 

Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration 
 

 Tuesday  5:00–9:00p   SM 
 Thursday 5:00–10:00p SR 

 
Bulletin Submission Deadline 

Please submit information for the bulletin to the parish office  by 
Sunday and inserts by Tuesday. Thank you. 



Reflections from Fr. Daniel Sedlacek 

Top 10 Ways to Grow 
May the Lord give you His peace! 
This time of the year for the Catholic 
Church is called, “Ordinary Time.” That 
does not mean that this time is plain or ho
-hum, but ordinary in the same sense that 
we use the word “ordinal” or “ordered.” 
Time is passing in orderly fashion, and as 
disciples of Jesus, we strive to enter into 
the beautiful order and plan of our Heav-

enly Father, who knows our needs and takes care of us. The litur-
gical color for worship at Mass during Ordinary Time is green, the 
color of life and growth.  
I am instinctually not an orderly person, whether that is in the 
cleanliness of my room or in other ways. But to live as a Christian, 
a follower of Jesus Christ, it is necessary to adopt the way and 
“order” of life that He proposes to us for our own personal and 
spiritual growth. The Scripture readings at Mass throughout Ordi-
nary Time focus on the teachings of Jesus. Have we been paying 
attention to these teachings and allowing them to change the 
way we live our life? 
In the past couple of months I have had several people ask for 
advice about growing in their spiritual life and their relationship 
with God. “I have tried to grow in faith in God, but it doesn’t 
seem to be working. How do you do it?” “How does a person 
incorporate prayer more in their life and grow in holiness?” “How 
can I trust God more?” Therefore, I will now share with you my 
Top 10 for growing closer to God and allowing Him to become 
the center of your life.  
1. Mass every Sunday. This may be a no-brainer. But do you know 
why this is so important? Because when we make the real sacri-
fice of our time and effort to go to worship God at Mass, the per-
fect act of worship, we say by our actions that God is more im-
portant than everything else in my life: sports, vacation, family, 
myself, my “needs”, my preferences, etc… Without this funda-
mental acknowledgment, no growth is possible. 
2. One hour of Eucharistic Adoration every week. I recommend 
signing up for a time slot at an Adoration chapel, like the one at 
St. Patrick’s in Eau Claire or Notre Dame in Chippewa Falls. That 
way it is on your weekly schedule and you are held accountable 
for that time of prayer. The Eucharist is Jesus Christ Himself. He is 
the source of all grace, strength, love, and encouragement.  
3. Go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation every time you fall into 
big sins. The number one roadblock to any spiritual growth is sin 
and unforgiveness. When we are able to confidently throw our-
selves upon God’s mercy, amazing things begin to happen. If you 
are not falling into big sins, going to Confession once every 2-4 
weeks is still very necessary for any spiritual growth. 
4. Daily devotional prayer. Pray the Morning Offering every 
morning. Make it the first thing you do to offer your life in thanks 
to God and to entrust the day to Him. Pray the Examen prayer or 
something similar each evening before bed. Pray before every 
meal. Pray the Angelus at 6 AM, Noon, and 6 PM. Make prayer a 
part of your daily life. 
5. Silence in prayer. Perhaps the hardest thing to do! We must 
learn to quiet our hearts and minds and trust that God wants 
communion with us and wants to speak to us. Some time for si-
lence in our prayer times is an act of faith. 

6. Spiritual reading. We must feed our minds and souls with the 
wisdom of the ages. I recommend a couple minutes every day or 
15 minutes a week. Some personal recommendations: Start with 
Prayer for Beginners by Peter Kreeft, then a good biography of a 
Saint or a compilation of the Lives of the Saints. Then one or all of 
the following: Introduction to the Devout Life by St. Francis de 
Sales, Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis, Practice of the 
Presence of God by Brother Lawrence, True Devotion to Mary by 
St. Louis de Montfort, Time for God by ----Fr. Jacques Phillippe, 
The God who Loves You, by Peter Kreeft. There are many others.  
7. Go on a pilgrimage. Sometimes we just need to go to a holy 
place to pray and get away from our familiar surroundings. Pil-
grimage is prayer in action… the action of seeking God. Some 
good places that are close by: Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 
La Crosse, Cathedral of St. Paul in St. Paul, MN, Rudolph Grotto in 
Rudolph, WI, Holy Hill in Hubertus, WI, Shrine of Our Lady of 
Good Help in Champion, WI, which is the only approved site of an 
apparition of Mary in the entire USA. 
8. Read Sacred Scripture. This goes without saying and probably 
should be closer to the top of the list. A good way to start is to 
join a Bible Study or Lectio Divina prayer group. But simply incor-
porating reading the Scriptures used at Sunday Mass into your 
time of prayer is something you can start doing right now. It is 
the easiest way to hear God’s voice. 
9. Learn more about the teachings of the Catholic Church. Our 
Faith is so deep and rich. The more we know and understand, the 
more we tend to love. The more we love our Faith, the more we 
tend to desire to grow in it and allow it to change our lives and 
sustain us during difficult times.  
10. Get a Spiritual Director. A spiritual director is usually a priest 
or other person specifically trained in spiritual direction. Getting 
a spiritual director can be difficult because there are so few. But 
if you are truly serious about growing in your life of prayer and 
you have been doing all the above for a few months, you will 
need a Spiritual guide to keep you on track, guide you through 
difficulties, and encourage you in your spiritual journey. Meeting 
for 45 minutes or an hour once a month is super-helpful!  
Above all, don’t view this Top 10 as a check-list or like a New 
Year’s resolution, but as a tried and true roadmap for personally 
encountering God and for receiving His grace, the one thing 
which orders all things and makes us fully alive!  



Saint Mary’s Parish 

Parish News 

Feast of the Assumption  
Thursday, August 15 is the feast day of the Assumption of Mary. 
This is a holy day of obligation. Mass is at 9:00a. 

Prayer Chain 
To add a name or prayer intention to the prayer chain, please 
contact Janet Fox at generalbook@charter.net or at 715-529-
1587. 

Anniversary Blessings 
If you will be celebrating your wedding anniversary in August, 
please sign up in the Narthex for a special blessing after the 
11:00a Mass on August 11. 

Masses Canceled  
There will be no daily Mass on Wednesday, August 7 or Friday, 
August 9. 

Family Faith Formation 

Thank you! To everyone who prayed, worked and volunteered 
for Totus Tuus this past week. We couldn't have pulled it off 
without everyone’s help! 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, August 10, 4:00p 

Lector D Wogernese 

Servers I Petersilka, R Semerad 
A. Server M Nuesse 
S. Serve D Wogernese 
Ushers W Liedl, A Tiry, 
 C Tiry, C Amorissani 
 

Sunday, August 11, 11:00a 
Lector N Hurlburt 

Servers D Ricciardi, At Ricciardi 
A. Server N Mullenberg 
S. Server N Mullenberg 
Ushers R Mullenberg, A Ricciardi, 
  R Smeltzer 

St. Mary’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ..................................... $3,490.00 
Teens/Children ........................... $12.74 
Offertory (Plate) ........................ $753.06 
Total Envelope & Plate ......... $4,255.80 
 

Capital Campaign  ..................... $456.37 
Scrip ………………………………………$4,120.00 

Thank you! 

 St. Mary’s Parish Staff 
  
Parish Receptionist715-855-1294, x 100 
 

Bilingual Secretary (Part-time) 
  Jessica Ferrer       715-855-1294, x 108 
    stmarypar@gmail.com    

Office Manager  
  Bonnie Firkus            715-855-1294, x 146 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com   

Family Faith Formation  
  Jacqueline Van Hemert      414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

RCIA (St Mary’s & St Raymond’s) 
Jacqueline Van Hemert        414-698-6040 

       JacquelineEVanHemert@gmail.com  

Maintenance  
  Mike Marcon            715-855-1294, x 141 
    mjmmarcon@hotmail.com         

St. Mary’s School              715-830-2278 
  Carisa Smiskey, Principal 

Nothing Can Separate Us 

Nothing can separate us: A retreat for those left behind by Sui-

cide. When a spouse or significant other, child, relative, friend, 

work colleague or even an acquaintance dies by suicide, a trial 

of unanswered questions and pain remain. This uncertainty and 

sorrow make it difficult, if not seemingly impossible, for those 

left behind to grieve and to find healing. The grieving process 

will be addressed at this retreat through an exploration of the 

spiritual, theological, and psychological dimensions surrounding 

death by suicide. Participants will have opportunities to engage 

in quiet reflection and prayer services.  Speaker Catherine 

Kuschel, who is a licensed mental health therapist and drug and 

alcohol counselor in the State of Minnesota has experience with 

both sides of the suicide issue: those who have attempted and 

survived and those who have been left behind by someone who 

died by suicide. Retreat at St. Anthony Spiritual Center, 300 East 

Fourth St., Marathon, WI 54448, August 23-25. Cost $190. For 

more information visit www.sarcenter.com or call 715-443-2236 

Knights of Columbus  

Our upcoming Knights of Columbus meeting will be 

August 5, 2019. Meeting will be held in the Conference 

Room, starting at 6:00p for a first degree ceremony.  

Fall Festival 

Save the date! Fall Fest 2019 will be September 28 & 
29. We are still in need of a few leaders to help plan 
the event. If you are interested, please call Kristi 

Blackmon at 715-215-2492. 
Your Fall Fest Raffle Tickets are available to pick up in the Nar-
thex. We are asking that each family sell or purchase a minimum 
of ten raffle tickets. 

Formed. ORG 

This week we celebrate the Feast day of St. Teresa Benedicta of 
the Cross (Edith Stein), a Jewish philosopher, Catholic convert 
and Carmelite martyr. This week on Formed.org watch the mov-
ie bearing her name. It captures the interior struggles of this 
extraordinary woman who transformed her sufferings in Christ. 
Download the app and watch on your smartphone.  

Facebook Page 

St. Mary’s Facebook page has 
tons of great stories about our 
Parish members, current 

events, Catholic Faith information, fun 
activities we offer, Friday Funnies and so 
much more! “Like” our page and keep up 
to date on all of our Parish news!  

Elizabeth Ministry 

To add a name, due date/birth date, re-
quest a meal, or to  volunteer, please call 
Emily Thurner at 715-864-3048.  



St. Raymond of Peñafort Parish 

Liturgical Ministers 

Saturday, August 10, 6:00p 

Lector R Schmitt 
 

Servers D Messerschmidt 
Ushers D Sorge, K Roberts 
 

Sunday, August 11, 8:30a 
Lector T Fischer 

 C Kostka, N Falbo, L Hinrichs 
Servers T Falbo, A Melrose, 
  R Knolmayer 
Ushers D Olson, M Quirk, 
  B Grzyb, P Quirk 
Greeters D & C Fiser 
Counters S Barth, P Gentry, R Muller 

St. Raymond’s Stewardship: Last Week 
Adults ......................................  $2,483.00 
Youth Envelopes ............................. $4.50 
Plate ............................................ $282.40 
Capital Campaign .......................... $50.00 
Total Envelope and Plate ....... $2,819.00 

 
 

 

Advertiser of the Week 

Parish News 

St. Raymond’s Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
  Julie Graaskamp  715-877-3400 
    straymondparish@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper  
  Bonnie Firkus                      715-533-0629 
    bfirkusstraymond@gmail.com 

Family Faith Formation  
  Marianne Callaghan, DRE 715-835-8840 
    macallaghan115@gmail.com 

Director of Sacred Music (SR & SM) 
  Sydney Alexander  715-828-1687 
    sydneyalexander94@gmail.com 

Maintenance 
  Robert Grzyb                      715-492-9677 
    autobobs@outlook.com 

Wedding Coordinator (SR & SM) 
  Alecia Plaetz  507-828-9320 
    plaetza@gmail.com 

Priest-in-Residence 
  Fr. John Schultz                 715-271-0018 
    schultzjohna@gmail.com 

Catholicism - The Pivotal Players Volume 
One by Bishop Robert Barron: A six-disc 
DVD set that will take you on a journey to 
unlock the truth behind the most influen-
tial people of the Catholic Church. You’ll 
discover the places where St. Thomas 
Aquinas lived, learned and wrote. Visit 
the countryside where St. Francis gath-
ered a group of friars and revived the 
Church. See the places where St. Cathe-
rine of Siena ministered and prayed. Mar-
vel at the art of Michelangelo. Also in-
cluded: B. J. Henry Newman and G. K. 
Chesterson. 

New to the Library 

Masses Canceled 
There will be no daily Mass on Tuesday, 
August 6 and Thursday, August 8, Tues-
day, August 13 and Thursday, August 15. 

Parish Office Closed 
The parish office will be closed the week 
of August 5 through August 9. 

Communion to Homebound 
If you know of someone who is home-
bound and would like Holy Communion 
brought to them, please contact Carla 
Kostka at 715-225-7419. 

  Rosary 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the Rosary 
are prayed before Mass on Sunday morn-
ings beginning at 7:50a.  

Prayer Chain 
Please submit any prayer requests to 
Elaine Welin via  email:  ewel-
in327@gmail.com or call Diane Walker at 
715-286-5171.  

Mass Intentions 
We welcome Mass intention requests, 
but please be patient as our Mass inten-
tion list is now 6 months out. Every Mass 
will be said, and in the order received. 

Augustine Institute Book Rack 
Understand, live and share your faith 
with a good Catholic book or listen to a 
Catholic CD this summer. Take advantage 
of the books, booklets and CD’s available 
on the rack in the hallway. 

The summer is going by quickly 
and it is time to think about how 
you will be part of the Fall Festi-
val! Start practicing for the vari-

ety show, shop for items to put in a Silent 
Auction basket, or make crafts or pre-
serves to sell at the Country Store!  
Volunteer Sign Up: Sign Ups are now in 
the gathering space. You can also sign up 
to help by going online at https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080F44A9AA2DABFA7-2019.  
Next Meeting: Please join us on Thurs-
day, August 8 at 7:00p for our next plan-
ning meeting. All are welcome! 
Decorating: We are in need of someone 
to decorate our hall and tent for the festi-
val. Please contact Pete Melrose at mel-
rosepete@yahoo.com . 
Variety Show: Start practicing your tal-
ent and be part of the variety show! Sign 
up in the gathering space or online at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080f44a9aa2dabfa7-variety1. 
Silent Auction Baskets: Help with the 
Silent Auction by putting together a bas-
ket! Gather items in a theme or offer 
some of your time or talent, like hosting a 
party or baking desserts throughout the 
year. Please help make our festival a suc-
cess by volunteering your time and talent 
in one or more of these areas! 

2019 Fall Festival Feast of the Assumption 

Thursday, August 15 is the feast day of 
the Assumption of Mary. This is a holy 
day of obligation. Mass is at 7:00p. 

Save the Date 

We will be celebrating our 
parish anniversary on Sunday, 
August 25 at 9:30a with Bish-
op Callahan. Mass will be cele-
brated at 9:30a instead of 

8:30a that morning. The Chaplet and Ro-
sary will be said at 8:50a. Immediately 
after Mass we will be sharing a grilled 
chicken dinner in the parish hall.  

The PCCW will hold its next 
meeting on Thursday, August 8 
at 6:30p in the library. All ladies 
of the Parish are invited to 
attend. 

Parish Council of Catholic Women 

August Anniversary Blessings 

If you will be celebrating your 
wedding Anniversary in Au-
gust, please sign up in the 

gathering space for a special blessing 
after the Masses on August 10 and 11. 



 

St. Mary’s Parish Council of Catholic Women will be hosting our  
Annual Ice Cream Social and all monies collected will benefit the  
St. Francis Food Pantry. 
 

We are asking for donations of vanilla ice cream, toppings, and for two women at each 
Mass to set up, serve and clean up. Setup is 30 minutes before Mass and cleanup is  
approximately 30 minutes after Mass.  
 

We will need 12 gallons of vanilla ice cream and a variety of toppings.  
 

Topping ideas: • M & M’s • Baking chips – chocolate, butterscotch, etc. • Sauces –  
caramel, strawberry • Nuts • Cut fruit • Sprinkles • Chopped/crushed cookies & candy 
bars • Whipped topping in a can 

 
Call Pat Sykora at 715-864-7770 if you can serve at the event  

or donate ice cream or toppings.  
You can also email Pat at tpsykora@charter.net  

 

Thank you for helping to make this event a success!  

St. Mary’s Parish Council of Catholic Women  

August 
17 & 18 
After the  
Masses 


