
40 HOURS FOR AMERICA 
 
October 31 – November 8 – Pray St. Thomas More Novena 

 
As the US Presidential Election Day 2016 
approaches, you are being invited to pray the 
St. Thomas More Novena.   He was martyred 

by Henry VIII for his witness to Catholic unity, 
religious freedom, and the God-given meaning of 
marriage. He is considered the patron Saint of 

politicians, judges, and legal professionals. 
 
A novena (from Latin word novem, meaning “nine”) is an act of devotion consisting of 
private or public prayers repeated for nine successive days in belief of obtaining special 
intercessory graces. The practice originates with the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Apostles 
praying for nine days in the Upper Room, culminating in an outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
and Pentecost (cf. Acts 1:13-14). 
 
Through praying the St. Thomas More Novena, we are asking God’s guidance on this 
election, and upon our entire nation during a time in which hatred and 
misunderstandings are on the rise, human life is disrespected, marriage is redefined, and 
religious freedom is ignored. 
 
 

November 6, 7 & 8 – 40 Hours for America at St. 
Raymond’s: 
 
November 6 - 4:00 PM – Exposition.  Pray the Novena prayer 
together.  
November 7 – Adoration all day and night. Novena prayer 
together at 6:00 PM. 
November 8 – 7:45 AM – Final Novena prayer together. 
Benediction. 
November 8 – 8:00 AM – Daily Mass 
 
Please sign up to spend time with Our Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament.  Sign-up sheets are on the table in the gathering 
space.  Any amount of time you can spend praying (before you 
go to the polls to vote) will be most appreciated. 



    Saint Thomas More Novena 
 

A) Pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy [use Rosary beads if you have them]  
1) Begin with the sign of the cross.  

2) Our Father, Hail Mary, and Apostles’ Creed  

3) “Eternal Father, we offer you the body and blood, soul and divinity of  

your dearly beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ…  

     --in atonement for our sins, and those of the whole world.”  

4) (10 times on Rosary beads): “For the sake of His sorrowful passion…  

--have mercy on us and on the whole world.”  

 

Do steps 3 and 4 a total of five times…  

 

5) Pray (3 times) “Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the 

whole world.”  

 

B) “Let us pray…  

 

Father,  

 

You confirm the true faith with the crown of martyrdom. May the prayers of St. Thomas More give us the 

courage to proclaim our Faith by the witness of our lives. May his integrity inspire all politicians and elected 

officials to follow the path of justice, regardless of the cost. May his wisdom guide all citizens to form their 

consciences after the mind and heart of Christ, and to vote accordingly.  

 

O God, who arrange all things according to a wonderful design, graciously receive the prayers we pour out to 

you for our country, that, through the wisdom of its leaders and the integrity of its citizens, harmony and 

justice may be assured and lasting prosperity come with peace.  

 

Look with favor, we pray, on those who govern with authority over us, that throughout the whole world the 

prosperity of peoples, the assurance of peace, and freedom of religion may, through your gift, be made secure.  

 

You arrange all things in wondrous order and govern in marvelous ways. Look with favor upon the members 

of Congress, both present and future, for whom we now pray, and mercifully pour out upon them the spirit of 

your wisdom, that they may decide everything for the well-being and peace of all, and may never turn aside 

from your will.  

 

O God, to whom every human power is subject, grant to your servant, our President, and to those who take 

office after him, success in the exercise of their high office, so that, always revering you and striving to please 

you, they may constantly secure and preserve for the people entrusted to their care the freedom that comes 

from civil peace.  

 

You have given all peoples one common origin, and your will is to gather them as one family in yourself. Fill 

the hearts of all men with the fire of your love and the desire to ensure justice for all their brothers and sisters. 

By sharing the good things you have given us may we secure justice and equality for every human being, born 

and unborn, healthy and sick, young and old. May we reach an end to all division, and a human society built 

on love and peace.  

 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen.” 


