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A Final Resting Place 

Cremation is allowed, but not         
preferred. Even when cremation is 
done, there must be one final 
resting place for the remains. They 
are to    be interred into the ground, 
a mausoleum, or a columbarium. A 
burial       at sea is also permitted, if 
done properly. But the following 
practices are strictly forbidden: 
 

 Keeping the remains indefi-
nitely in one’s home 

 Spreading the remains in      
multiple locations 

 Dividing the remains of the   
deceased into multiple urns or 
into pendants, jewelry, etc. 

 

Instead, the remains in their     
entirety are to be interred into a 
dignified final resting place as 
soon as reasonably possible, to 
await the final resurrection on 
the last day. 

One of our priests normally leads 
the Committal prayers at the ceme-
tery (typically on the day of the fu-
neral Mass). If for some reason the 
priest cannot come, we also have lay 
ministers trained to lead the Com-
mittal service.  

If you have any questions regarding 

these guidelines, feel free to ask one of 

our priests or our Leader of Prayer.. 

 

May Christ give you peace. 

 

Fr. Derek Sakowski, Pastor                           
(715) 855-1294 x 101 

 
Fr. Alan Guanella, Parochial Vicar 

(715) 855-1294 x 140 
 

Jane Mueller, Leader of Prayer  
(715) 828-5018 
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W 
e offer you our 

deepest condolenc-

es during this time 

of grief and loss. May the Risen 

Lord comfort you. We know how 

daunting it can be to make deci-

sions in funeral planning, and how 

many conflicting messages there 

are in the world around us. Those 

secular values do not always 

match up with the teachings that 

Jesus Christ passed on to us in the 

Catholic Church. How we celebrate 

the Catholic funeral rites very 

much reflects the truths that we 

believe. We are publishing this 

brochure in order to offer guid-

ance for your decision making pro-

cess. 

Vigil Service 

It is very appropriate to have a vigil       
the evening before – at the parish 
(pending availability) or at the funeral 
home. This can be a Liturgy of the Word 
service or a Rosary. Since our priests now 
have multi-parish responsibilities, their 
evening availability tends to be limited. 
But we have multiple lay ministers 
trained to lead these prayer services. 
 

Cremation versus Body Burial 

Some decades ago, the Church began 
allowing cremation. However, body burial 
is still preferred. The Congregation for 
Divine Worship puts it this way: 
“Although cremation is now permitted by 
the Church, it does not enjoy the same 
value as burial of the body. The Church 
clearly prefers and urges that the body of 
the deceased be present for the funeral 
rites, since the presence of the human 
body better expresses the values which 
the Church affirms in those rites” (n. 413). 

Those values include our belief that the 
human body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
(1 Corinthians 6:19) and that Jesus Christ 
will raise each of us up in the flesh on the 
last day. It is Catholic teaching that all the 
dead “will rise again with their own bod-
ies which they now bear” (the 4th Lateran 
Council). Our resurrection will be like 
Christ’s – the very same body raised from 
the grave, yet gloriously transformed be-
yond all our hopes or imaginings. 

It’s all about Jesus Christ 

Jesus Christ is the focal point of every      
funeral – just as he is the focal point of   
every baptism, every first communion,   
every wedding, and every priestly ordina-
tion. It is the Paschal Mystery of his suffer-
ing, death, and resurrection that gives 
meaning to everything. His death destroys 
our death. His resurrection opens for us the 
possibility of eternal life. 

It is popular today to speak of funerals as a 
“celebration of life.” This is true, but in a 
much deeper sense than we often realize. 
Certainly we remember with fondness and 
gratitude the earthly life and accomplish-
ments of the deceased. But above all else, 
we remember the saving events of Christ’s 
death and resurrection, and we celebrate 
the eternal life that He has made possible 
for us, renewing our commitment to strive 
for eternal life with our whole heart. 

The Importance of the Funeral Mass 

Because the Paschal Mystery is the center 
of everything for us as Catholics, a funeral 
Mass is highly preferable to any other type 
of service. In the Mass, the saving events   
of Christ’s death and resurrection become 
truly present to us – more than mere mem-
ories. We partake of the body and blood    
of Christ, through which eternal life is prom-
ised to us (John 6:54). The Mass is the     
preferred setting in which to pray for the 
deceased and to entrust him/her into God’s 
loving hands. 


