
Hi everyone, 
 

My name is Tammy Smith.  My family and I have been members at 
St. Raymond parish for about 7 years.  I have volunteered to help 

our parish get started on doing some community service to places in 

need in our communities.   As you may know this is a completely new 

endeavor for our church (and a new endeavor for me as well).   
 

I have spent some time gathering information on the various needs 

within our community and would like to share this information with 

you.  Of the places I contacted, I believe that volunteering at Hope 

Gospel Mission, Community Table or Sojourner House would be good 
places to get started.  I'm going to provide a description of each 

below. 

 

Hope Gospel Mission 
Hope Gospel Mission provides short term housing for single men and women in the Eau Claire area.  They 

have separate shelters for the men (Men's shelter) and the women (Ruth House).  They also provide warm 

meals for them daily and have programs to help them get back on their feet.  They need volunteers for 

various things but helping serve their supper meal would probably be the best option for us.  Volunteers 
would help make the supper meal and share in the meal if desired.  The residents usually clean up.  It 

goes from 5-7pm every night of the week. They provide the menu and food, we just help cook it or if we 

wanted to plan and make the meal, that is an option also.  They can take 1-6 volunteers at once and it 

sounds like any age is welcome to help as long as there is an adult accompanying a child.    

  

Sojourner House 
Sojourner House is a homeless shelter for single men and women (approximately 30 male beds and about 

8 female beds) in the Eau Claire area.  They provide a place to sleep and a meal for them.  Volunteers 

would help out with a variety of activities including welcoming guests and visiting with them, cooking their 
supper meal, helping them with laundry, find bed assignments, etc.  Volunteers help out from 6:30-

10:00pm each night.  This would just be for older high school students and adults mostly. They need 6-10 

volunteers/night.  If we are interested in helping out there, they would want us to do a training session 

one night in Nov or Dec to show us how things work and then we would schedule a day to start 

volunteering probably in Jan.  They already have enough volunteers for Nov and Dec. 
  

Community Table 
Community Table serves hot meals 365 days each year to anyone needing food.  Volunteers help prepare 

the meal, serve it and then clean up afterwards.  They serve from 11:30am-1:00pm Mon, Wed, Thurs, 
and Sat;  5:00-6:15pm Tues and Fri, and 3:00-4:00pm on Sun.  They need volunteers for about 5 hrs 

total to help with prep, serving and clean up.  Often times groups break this time up into shifts.  They 

typically need about 7-8 people at a time to help.  A donation of $100 (which would come from church 

funds) and 6-8 gallons of milk purchased by us are required as well.  Any age could help with this.  They 

are also booked for Nov and Dec and so we wouldn't start there until at least Jan. 
  

These are just a few of the places in need within our community.  From my discussions with Father Derek, 

I believe he envisions us choosing 1 or 2 places in need that we as a parish would regularly volunteer at 

maybe once per month initially and then increasing from there depending on our parish’s interest.  In the 
future I hope to come up with a listing of places in need within the surrounding communities and posting it 

on our website.  If anyone has other information on places of need or have any other ideas, I would love 

to hear about them.  If anyone has any questions/ideas or is interested in helping me get this worthy 

project started and keep it going, please let me know.  You can reach me at 715-835-8685 or e-mail 
jtbcsmith@sbcglobal.net. 

  

Thank you so much for your time.  I'm very excited about helping those in need in our community and 

look forward to working with anyone that is interested. 
 

Tammy Smith 

mailto:jtbcsmith@sbcglobal.net

